BORN FROM BELOW

Bob Ekbkd

In John 31.fFa Pharisee and rukerofthe Jaw snam ed N bodem us com es Jesus by nght
w ith aquestbns that | can reklte ©: “Rabbi,w e know thatyou have com e from God asa
teadher; 1orno one can do these sgns thattyou do unkssGod Bw #th him A pparently
N podem usw as desperate enough © experience the authentic K ngdom ofGod shs lifetin e
thathe woull go secretly 1© one consered by hisow n asan outsder and heretic. 1100 have
becom e degperate enough © find G ood N ew sthat 1 do nothave © be asham ed of, thattruly has
the powero save Rom 1:16). Thisdegperatibn hasmade m ew illing © go anyw here and kam
from nearly anyone. Being bom again or“from above’ hasalv ays happened as I've gone
bebw—receving fiom unlikely m edetorsand n unexpecied phoes.

It Burgentthatpeopk from diverse s=corsofthe gbbalbody ofChristhum bly kam
from one otherand partnerw hen possbk. God’sK ngdom w lllbreak n soonerand w #th more
pow er© a degperate wortl aspeopk srve each oter nunity. This necessity becom es
egoechlly apparentw hen w orking in extrem e p lbcesw here breakthroughs are urgent- an ong the
poor, persecuted,, m prisoned , addicted, dsabEd, erm nally illl, n w ar<om countries, prsons,

N ative reservatbns, hospiak and disssterareas. W hen the darkness and chaos ofthe w orl
exposesourtheobgiesand famth practies as bcking,we, like N modem usw illbecom e hum bked
enough 1 cross Ines ofseparation. G od hasbeen callling m e © receive and partner from
ndivduak and groups thatare nom ally B0lted from each other, brthing m e Nto an expanding
fan ily thatG od Bbringing togetherasa resting plce oranew m ovem entofthe Spirit

comm itied © seeing and entering G od’sK ngdom —on earth as n heaven. 1 nvike you no a
rch and evolving pumey acrossw ellestebliehed barrers nto a borderkssnewv country and
empow ered new Imm gratbn statusas chibdren ofG od and agentsof G od’scom ing K ingdom .

Afergrow ng up N Presbyterian and C ovenantchurches in an affllentsauburb of Seattke |
began 1 fnd my ow n faith and calling during travek N my early tv enties © Europe, lsreeland
CentralAmera. Forovertw enty-five yearsnow 1have Ived and m nstered am ong peope on
temargnsofsocety N Honduras, San Franceoo,,and W ashington Stte. The challengesof
m nslry an ong the poorand excluded have d m e © pursue academ © traning N theobgy and
B biralstudes, ordinatibn n am anline protestantdenom natbn and traning n pasoral
ocounseling. W hike I have seen peop ke com e © fath and experence freedom flom poverty,
hopelessness, add ctibns and negative m ages of G od—m nstry w ith m ates and ex-offenders n
our bcal Skag tC ounty Jail has hum bled m e, show ing my know Edge, experience and
Fortuality as bcking. Conten pltive ortual practioes have sustained m e during the strugg ke,
enrching mew #h thew Bdom ofthe early church and w #th G od’sPresence in the Eucharistand
N the sikence ofm onastc retreats. M y atfractipn © m en caughtup N addictbns©
m etham phetam nes, crack cocaine, heroin and alboho IHurther ncreased my bnging 1© see them
experence ttue and bsting freedom . D esire ortransiom ation becam e m ore and m ore desperate
as 1w mnessed one bebved friend after another die orgo off o prison or ncreasingly vbent
crines.



The eventsofSeptem ber 11,2001 m pacted Am ercan peop ke, nciding C hristans, n
such aw ay thatm ade tharder © see the K ngdom ofG od here n the U SA—at East n offciel
ormanstrean plces. Any focus tow ards peop ke on the m argins gppeared bstby the panic and
Saurty-aw areness thatem erged as the U niked States nvaded A Tghanstan and Heer Irag.
Prayers Por the perpetrabrs ofvb Ence w ere rare as peop k raeed ther flilgshigh and prayed for
the securty and successofU S sobersdepbyed © theM OdEEast. The nability ofpeace
actvsts 0 eflectively challenge the post9/11 w arfever and patrotisn  kading © the nvaspn of
Irag rtherplbced me naprualarss. How coul amanstream C hristien com m unity
overtly assoceted w ith the nattion state becom e a shegpo H or nm ates, ex-offendersand
undocum ented mm Qrants com ing © fih N the piloraream grantcam ps? 11ound m yseif
w illing © go nearly anyw here insde or*“outsde the cam p” © receive morew Bdom and
em pow emm entthatw oull hel m e bearbetiernew s.

Jesus callo N podemus “unkssaman sbom from above he cannothe cannotsee the
K ingdom ofG od” hastaken on new dim ensbnsas I have soughtto find the K ngdom ofGod n
dark tinesand ploes. Notseeing the K ngdom ofG od in certain places seem ed a necessary
prerequ sie or dentifying telaw here. Y ettthe placesw here 1 began © seew ere each quike
unexpected. Each revelatibn served © affam piecesofa gentpuzzE thatseem s be bringing
orderofdigrarate lie experences, auggesting the brth ofsom ething new .

In regoonse 1 our perceptibn thatthe churchesw ere over-dentified w ith the national
m ood and the m yth ofredem ptave vib ence, w e atT erra N ueva decdled thatw e woul need ©
startourow n Eng lieh-gpeaking w orshipping com m unity thatw oull w elbom e d ssenters, peop ke
strugging w #th addictions, ex-oflendersand othersatthe margins. A group of T erraN ueva
staffand vo Linteers began w orshipping together as an Eng IiEh-gpeaking fasth comm unity n
N ovem ber, 2003—atthe heghtofthe war n Irag.

Ourobpctvewas© sew #h the peopE on the m algins @s opposed © pstifyng the
kv sand polices ofthe Stake) as abody ofC hristw shoutborders com m atied © prochim ing the
Good NewsofG od’sK ingdom ,on earth as n heaven. Fourtrips mmedeely ©lbw ng the
beginnings ofourfath com m unity orever changed my life and m nstry: FortBenning,

G eorgi, Toron, France and H onduras.

Pihrim ate #1,FortBenning,G eorgi, N oven ber 2003

In Ete N ovem ber2003 1 atiended the Socety of B bialL serature and Am erican
Academ y ofReligbn annualm esting N A thnta, G eorgia, W here nearly 10 000 professpnal
B bk schoblrsand theo bgans gathered © Iislen 1 paperson gecklized bpesata Lixurbus
convention center.

W hike n Athnta | contected the Poundersofan nner-city hom eless sheller callied the
OpenDoorCommunity. Thiscomm unity and founding Presbyterian pastorcoupk Ed Loring
and M urphy D aview ere fam ous n m y circlksasone ofthe m ostautiing edge m nsres © the
homekss nNorthAmera. EdLoring nviked m e © traveldow n on a Sunday m oming in one
oftwvo vans Tullofhom eless peop e 0 atiend the annual protestdem anding the cbsure ofthe



Schoolofthe Am ercas atFortBenning—am iltary base w here thousands ofpolice and soHEers
from CentralAm erca’ selie units had been traned during the 1980’s.

I had know n aboutthe exslence ofthis base and opposed tduring the seven yearswe
had Ived and w orked In G uatem alh and H ondurasbeginning in 1981. 1knew thatensof
thousands ofpoor peasants, Hbor kaders, priests and other activstsw ere ortured and killled by
troopsand neligence agents traned atthsbase by U S m ilitary advieorspad orby U S tax
dolbrs.

There atFortBenning 1 pined a throng ofsom e 10 000 protesters gathered thatday from
allacrossthe U S and Canada. The day’seventcoonsisied prim arily ofa peacefulm arch n the
sty ofa funeral processbn 1 comm em orake Latin Am erca’ sm artyrs. The processpn ked up
D the fence atthe entrance ofthe base betv een row sofm ounted G eorgia Stake Patroland Police,
passing N frontofthe fence thatsom e plnned © clim b overasan actofcivild sobed ence.

Aswewaked n orderly Inesa Tullw oith ofthe road acrossa vobe annuncietled Spaneh
nam esfrom am crophone on a stege. The nam es and ages ofeach know n ndivdualkilled by
U S-trained troops and police are m entioned. 1am surprised athow deeply 1am mowved as 1begn
1 weep uncontio b ly as the nam esand ages penetrate m y heartt Ignacb E libcurig, recorofthe
U niversity ofCentral Am erca and an outspoken crtic ofthe Am y— “presente’ ;E baRam os,
the Jesu it s housekeeper, rem em bered as sensitive and ntutve— “presente”’ ;AgustinaV mil,
25, pregnantattm e ofdeath— “presente”’ ; chid,5,s0n ofD bnsb M arquez:M aro V gil, 75,
fam er, EIM azote— “presenie’ ; Issbel A rgueta, 6, E IM ozoe— “presente”?

I feelsonow overmainstream Am ercan gnorance oftheUS’s nvolvem entn
upporting oppressive regim esand pan atthe near aosence ofany recognition ofther cubpability
asthe protesters around m e lified w hile crossesand call“presente” afflerevery name. M y heart
B0 heavy that 1 ary on and on as Iwak tow ards e base. 1 have been degparing aboutthe w ar
N Iraq, and the Am erican public’ s general agreem entabouthow the “waron tenoren” sbeing
waged. W hatan 1doing © resstournatibnald xecton?

I rem em ber feeling thisacutely w hen 1 fastvisiied G uatem al, H ondurasand N caragua
N 1981 and becam e aw are ofour natbnalguil. There 1 had £kforthe fasttime theGod w #th
us A m errans) shift o aG od aganstusand w #h tem h away thatreverchanged my life.

Iwak and cry,my head hung bw , up 1 the fence separating the proesters from the
baseprotecors. ScoresofM iliary Po e stand ready © m ake anrests, clisters ofpbstic hand
aufisatiached © therrbels. SobHers my Eftphy bud patrotc m usic through am egaphone.
R egulrannouncem ents are bibsted through goeakersw aming the protesters thatthey w illbe
anresied ifthey step ooton the base.

I decide 1 stand againstthe cycbne fence as the protesters oyck pastand back avay ©
m ake room forthe rest. 1w atch peopk plce ther crossesand sgns n the fence and continue
pastme. M any tear-stained taces bok grey w #h sonow . 1 bok outatthe base trying © fgure
outw hatlam feeling: anger, degpar, sadness, pow erlessness, confusbn.

! See the School ofthe Am ericas W itnessw ebsite for e il listofnam esand infom ative articks, www soaw 0rg
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“W hyan IhereOhLord?” “W hatcanwe hope © achieve nthstineofwar?’ “How
can lbestresst?’ “W hathope B there or real change w hen m ostA m ercans seem com plcent
or n agreem entw #h nearly anything n the nam e ofnatibnal defense?’

My prayer B nenupted by an m presson that Im ustread Psaln 37. Curpus, 1 pullmy
B bk outofmy canying caz and begin © read the Psaln 371-2:

D o nothretbecause ofthe w icked ; do notbe envbus ofw rongdoers, orthey w lllsoon
fade lke the grass,and w ther likke the green herb. Trustin the Lord,and do good; <o you
w il live n the bnd, and enpy security.

As 1 contnue © read 1begin © experence a Uprsing freedom © notfret, © refran
from angerand © orsake w rath as 1 feel m pressed by the truth ofthe w ordsofthisPsaln

Refran from anger, and orsske w rath. D o notfret— it Eadsonly © evil. Forthew cked
shall be cutoff, butthose w ho w aitor the Lord shall nheritthe bnd. Y eta Itk w hike,
and thew ked w illbe no m ore; though you bok diligently for thexplbce, they w illlnot
be there Ps378-10).

I have seen the w icked oppressing,and ow ering ke a cedaroflLebanon. Again 1 passed
by, and they w ere no m ore; though 1 soughtthem , they coutl notbe found Ps37:35-36).

The ttuth ofthsPsaln Bouching meand 1feelcom pelked © make kmyown. Atthe
san e tin e more questbnsare arsing. “W ho aretew ked?’ 1ask. As 1 bok outthrough the
fence | notie thatm ostofthe HEISarc Afrcan Amercan.  “Certainly notthem ;” 1think. So
m any o Hersare seeking aw ay outofpoverty, a future thatbeats the streetsor pilk and prsons.

Desgp Nnmy heartlan receving astrong m presson, aln osta prophetcword: “TheUS
BoNn isway downasagbbalen pre. Amercaw illlfall. The tine Bshort. Thexz are
dangerous tin es.”

I know thatAmerca B N deep troubke. 9/11 gave usan opportunity 1© change ourw ay
ofthinking—1 repentofaw ay ofw EHINg pow erthathas gained usm any, many enem ES. Y et
weactlkeweare nvincbE. The powerofproe san illusbn. “Pride goes before destructibn
and a haughty oritbefore a all;” 1 rem em berfrom my required grade schoolm em ory verses.

Y eta littk w hile,and the w tked w illlbe no m ore; though you bok diligently or their
plce, they w illnotbe there. B utthe m eek shall nheritthe bnd and delight in abundant

progoerty (Ps3710-11).

The mentibn ofthe meek causesm e © wm aw ay from gazing atthe b Ersand the base
and bok atthe crowd. Coul they be anong them eek? 1wonder. 1note thatm any are crying.
M any bok hopekss. 1feldravn © reed M atthew 52a,2,3-10:

W hen Jesussaw the crow ds, he began 1 goesk and taughttthem saying:



B Iessed are the poor n o, orthers sthe kingdom ofheaven.

B ess=d are those w ho moum, orthey w illbe com fored.

B ess=d are those w ho moum, orthey w illbe com fored.

B Essed are the m eek, orthey w ill nheritthe earth.

B Ies==d are those w ho hungerand thirstor rghteousness, orthey w illbe filled.

B ss=d are the merciiul, orthey w ill receive m ercy .

B ess=d are the pure n heart, orthey w il see G od.

B Iessed are the peacem akers, orthey w il be called chibren ofG od.

B Iessed are those w ho are persecuted or rghteousness’ sske, orthers s the kingdom of
heaven.

I feela sudden ifting ofmy sonow and acallto m nsker o te protesers. “Thexz are
yourpeopk, serve them ;’ 1an thinking.

I approachamanwho BWegping and pont Jesus words nmy open B bk © those
who moum:*“B kssed are those who m oum, forthey w illlbe com oried.” Ths Bmy plbce, 1 el
God hascalked me © m nster © God’ s peopk, the hum bE ones. Atthe same tine 1think ofthe
HErsacrossthe fence, and feel com pelled © retum and © read another section from Jesus
Sermon on theM ount

Y ou have heard that itw as sad, “Y ou shall bve yourneghborand hate yourenemy.
Butlsay © you, Love yourenem iesand pray ortose w ho persecute you (M att643-
a4).

Reading this rem ndsm e ofPaulswordsw ritien firom prison NRomans 1214 regarding
enem Es:

“B Issthose w ho persecute you ; blessand do notaurse them

In am om entof ngowaton | pontatevery oHEr 1seeand 1bkssthem - “Ibkssyou n
thename ofdewust’ “lbkssyou nthename ofdeaust “lbkssyou n the nam e ofJesusy

1 think ofthe Seraph w ho fiew © kaBh hobling a live coal fiom the allar. ItfeeE ke
once agan my m outh has been touched and m y guilithas been taken avay and my sin bbtied
out. I've heard the calland say yes 1 notonly com forting the w ek, but® lksah’scall b Foesk
© hisown peopk adiffitultm esssge. Coul ksaBEh’ s very m essage bew hat1am w #nesses now
asmanstrean Am erca continues© Iive n denkllasw e fallunder ncreasing debstand
nematbnaldsain:

Say © thspeopk: see e, butdo notperceive, hear hear butdo notunderstand. M ake
the heartofthis peop k calbused ; m ake therearsdulland cbse thereyes. O thetw B2
tey m ghtseew ih therreyes, hearw it therrears, understand w #th therrhearts,and um
and be heaked (lsa 69-10).



I can s=2e thatthe natibnallblindness and deafness of laEh’stim e Bnow being replyed n
ourown. Idread the consequent i lfilin entofthsw ord n the verses thatolbw ,w hich
describe am ore severe judgm entcom es thatechoes the w ordsofPsaln 37.

Then 1sad,“Forhow bng,0 Lord?’ And he ansvered: “U ntil the cities e ruined and
w shout nhabstant, untal the houses are Eftdeserted and the feds ruined and ravaged,
untal the Lord has senteveryone faraw ay and the bnd sutierly orsaken 611-12).

I hear the m peratives of lsaeh: “Cease 1 do evil, EEam 1 do good; seek justice, rescue
the oppresed, defend the orphan, pad orthew dow (lsa1216b-17).

I'think again ofPsaln 373:“Trustn the Lord and do good ;0 you w ill lve n the bnd,
and enpy seaurity” (Ps37:3)and an rem nded ofRomans12:1.:

D o notbe overcom e by evill, butovercom e evilw #h good.

Is oo b ormanstrean Amerca? Iwonder. As bng asw e are convinced thatour
probkem sare due 1 an abundance ofw kedness thatw e m ustoom battw e are n serpus ttoubke.
Aswe kam © tum overthe probem ofthew ked © G od and focus on the rem edying the tregic
absence ofgood. In the absence ofgood allefiorts © com batevilare doom ed © failure.

Asourtyvo vanbadsofhom elkessm en and shellervolinteersdrive home, ek w #h
blck m an fresh outof pilw ho hasbeen estranged from hisson,who Bnow nprson. He B
afrad 1 reestablieh contact. H e does’ tw antto disgppo nthis son again, or rek being reecied
w hen he m akes an eflorto siep back no rekltonship. 1encouragehim © w rie hsson a ketler-.
W e tak w #h othersaboutreading the B b and rebie it the strugg ke © stay clean and sober-.

They Etm e offatthe fancy hotelw here 1an staying and 1w ak back nto the Socety of
B bialL ¥erature and Am ercan A cadem y ofReligbn meeting. | retum 1 the vastarnay of
papers being presented , book besand schobrs visting anong temsebves. 1am aman of
unckan Ips ving an ong a peopk ofuncan Ips.W illlw e keep on seeing butnotperceve?
How bng Oh Lord?

L ke kash, the prophetJerem Bh refiects a prophetic strean announcing judgm ento the
peopk ofGod. God calked Jerem Bh © announce Judah’ s destruction atthe hands ofthe
Babybnins (Jer 1:13-17). G od em pow ered Jerem Bh againstihe entare relgbus and po litcal
estebliehm entofJudah.

Now ,gid up your bins,and areee, and goeak © them allw hich lcommand you. Do not
be dien ayed before them , Est1dien ay you before them . Now behoH, I have m ade you
tbday asa ortaified city, and asa pillarof ron and asw allk ofbronze aganstthewho e
bnd, © the kingsofJdudah, © #sprinces, © Ksprestsand O the peopk ofthe bnd. And
tey w ill fghtagainstyou, butthey w illnotovercom e you, for 1am w #h you © deliver
you,” dechresthe Lord (Jer1:19-19).



The prophets lksaeh and Jerem Bh Nnvike a resstance abngside the oppressorson behalf
ofthe oppressed © the pointofeven going down w ith them o exile? How can Ibecomean
agentoftransiom ation on behalfofthe poor n the m dstofa peop ke comm tied © sanctioning,
puniEhing and paying back the bad guys?

Before 1 coul ansverthisqueston lwas© see theK ngdom ofGod nthe fkesh na
plce “down bebw” my nom al sphts am ong the econom callly and socilly m arginalized poor.
G od was about show m e thatbeing bom from above nclude transform ing encountersw
G od m edeted by peop ke 1w oul notnaturally receive from because they w ere overly dentified
w th the dom nantculiure and scandabus N my eyes: m anstream peop ke N the charen atc
renew alm ovem ent.

Pirim age#2 Toronto

U pon retuming from the A thinta | begin preparing oraw eek-bng orual retreat |
decide ©© ke w #th m y brother A ndy, a Presbyterian pastorm nstering n FarbanksA bska. |
had decded © step outofmy com fortzone and visiETorono A wportC hrstien Felbw ship
(TACF),hom e ofthe nfamous“Torono B Essing.” Therepreented am aprsiep orme,
having been o utierly dsillusbned by A m ercan charien atic tendency 1 over-tentify w #h the
oconservative po litcal agenda in the U nied States and throughouttthe w ortl and w ith kgalistic
w aysof nerpreting the B bE thatexclided “shners’ from churches n CentralAm erxca.

V erbo Church’ ssupportofR bsM ontin G uatem alb n the 1980’s O lbw ed by the
Am erxcan C hristian supportofthe Reagan Adm nstratbn’sContraw ar n Honduresasa “holy
war’ aganstcommunien had caused m e © doubthe Holy Sprts nvolvem entin m any
charen atic and evangelical churches. M y ow n experience w ith Egalistic Pentecostal churches
N Honduras and eariier experences offeeling pressured © ek N onguesasasgn ofmy
bebnging © Jeausby the Chariem atic renew alm ovem ent in the 1970’ shad further alienated me.

H ow ever, n recentyears 1 had w atched m y youngestbrother Petergo through a pow erfull
conversbn through repeated visits 1 the Toronb A iportC hristian Felbw ship and elsew here
Peterhad strugg led w #th add iction ©© cocane and other drugs and had bstcustody ofhis
daughter © an ex-partner thatgppeared © be Nvolving theryoung daughter in chibd
pomography crcks. Peter’'s conversbn w as atfastm arked by over-zeabus condescending,

w ith regularcomm ents © m e like “your church Bdead” and “there BNO pow er N your

m nstry” However 1w atthed Peterm ature atan unusually rapd rate, becom ing gentlerand
more hum ble ashewentfiom renew al conference © renew al conference n Torono and around
the country.

Fnally one day w hile visiting n Seattk he had nviied me  aRandy C lrtke meeting a
halfan hourfrom home. He explined how Randy C lrkew asthe m nsterw ho w asteaching

Fortose already in exille,aw hole otherm odel exists or prophetic m inistry © o= in exile. | recognize hat
ksaBh 40-66 offeran en pow ering im age ofm Nty hatreauits te dow ntrodden asG od’s change agentsand begin
bbhinkon bk

3 Peterhad ako benefiiied firom other renew al centers like B row nsville Texas, e htemationalH ouse ofPrayer in
KansasCity,M omingserM nistries n N orth Carolina, and Pensioollba Forioa.



w hen the Spirithad fallen n Toronb eghtyears befre. Peopk had been o overcom e by the
presence of G od thattthey had fallen © the fbor. M any had experienced uproarpus bughterasa
m anifestation ofthe Sprt. G od continued © show up like s nghtafier nght, attracting
thousands ofpeop ke from alloverthe w ortl © nghtdy m eetings and regu lar conferences that
continue 1 tbday. O verfive m ilibn peopk had visled TA CF after eghtyears, contributing
spnificantly © agbbalrenew alm ovem entm arked by physicaland em otibnalhealing and a

red Boovery ofG od asa Fatherw ho hasnothing butabundant bve forhis chiblren.

“ComeonBob,beopen,” Peterurged. “Come and seew hatFve been no. Youm ght
ke i

Therewasnothing 1coul com e up w ith © resstbhe nvitaton. As 1 entered the church
thatw as hosting this conference | found m yselfm oved by w orship 0 pyfuland free that 1 ekt
forthe fasttime N my life thatm aybe 1 coud do thisetemally. Peopk from every age, socel
chbssand ethnicity dd everything from dance, sit,, Iie prostriake, raee theram s, bow therrheads,
orkneelasthe w orship band plyed one engaging song aferanother. Atthesametine lwas
startkd and attin esalam ed by bizane cries, roarsand sghts ranging from peopk shaking,
falling and charging the oeaker n order © receive abkessing.

0 n the s20o0nd nghttofthe conference Randy C lrk nviked all the pasorsand ther
goouses orw ard Poraprayerofblessing orter Iivesand m nstres. G race and lwentforw ard
abng w ith saveralhundred others,and pined a Ine across the frontofa huge audorum . The
m nslry am began praying 1or peop ke w ay dow n © our rghtatthe beginning ofthe Ine asthe
band plyed contem pltive w orship muskc. 1 boked n honoras 1w atched peopke collfpse © the
fbor after receiving prayer from am nstry tan thatmoved abng the Ine bwardsG raceand 1.
Thiswasnotw hat I had expected ordesied! Y etlknew I needed asm any prayersascoul be
offered. 1decded thatratherthan optoutliwoul pray the “Jesus prayer’ - “Lord JesusChrist,
SonofGod,have mercy onus,’ as lw aied, believing thatJesusw oul protectm e fiom anything
thathe w oubin’tw antm e © experence. W hen the m nstry team finally reached m e and began
praying | flktan ncredbk peace com e overme, butldd notill.

Afertey Eftlopened my eyesand boked 1 ether ste © find everyone on ether ste
ofme Bhying “overcom e by the Sprt’ on the ground. M any w ere bughing hystercally. 1
repined my three chiblren near the back and mm edetely my second son Luke asked m e ifhe
ocou go up 0 he couH receive prayer thatw as then being offered © everyone present. W hen
Randy C lrke can e abng and prayed forLukeand me agan 1 boked hin ntheeye. HB
com m ent“w hoa, you bok like you’ ve been hitaboutseven tim es,” even though | hadn’ tialen
m ade m e el strangely w elbom ed as a brotheram ong these very diflerentstrangers. W hen |
tumed around 1 mm edEtely noticed a m an convulsing dram atxcally before aw om an w ho prayed
forhim . M y fastthoughtw as thatshe needed heb 30 1 cam e behind the man and bd my hands
on hsshoubers. Inm edieely he crum pld © his knees and began © w orship, apparently
uched by ourcom bined prayers. Iwasm oved 1 e parsand cxcksofpeopk praying or
each other throughoutthe lrge room . Thisexperience opened G racie and 1 up © a partofthe
body of C hristthat | had dstrusted and even attin esdespieed. Y etimy prejud ibes about
charien atics being po litically rightw ing w as stillan obstecE.



O ne day my brotherPeter called m e from TACF 1 &llm e thatone ofthe m an geakers
had called Am ercans © drop therrnatibnal fliag and raee up the fieg ofthe K ingdom ofG od.
Thisaumpreing word w asthe fnalstraw thatbroke dow n m y resstance © going form ys=lfo
e w hether there w as som ething 1 coul receive thatw oul benefitm e, m y fam iy and our
m nstry. In 0 cbber2003 G race w as the fasto succum b © my brother Peter’ s sakesn anship,
decding 1 atiend Toron A rportC hrstian Felbw ship’ sannual Catch the F re Conference.

G racie calked m e every evening fiom the conference Elling m e ofthe an azing sgnsofGod’s
Presence thatshe w asw iinesses and herselifexperiencing.  She heard the nporing testinonkesof
HediBaker,aN orth Am erican m Bspnary © M ozam bigue w ho had given her life o m nstry ©
the poorestofihe poorthroughoutthe w ortl.

H e 1B akerhad com e 10 Toron five years earfier, exhnausied and thirsty formore of
G od after years adopting streetchiblren offthe streets ofM gputu. She bl of G od’s renew ing
uch and call o intin acy there atTACF thathad Ead © gregter frutiihess n herm nstry,
kading 1 a revivalam ong the rural poor-throughoutthe country.H er sories caused us 0 tust,
opening our heartsm ore © receving m Nstry from s partofthe body ofChrist.

Now as lwasheading © Toronb 1w aspbnning 1 geta degper bok Nto am ovem ent
that 1 elktdesperate enough © consder. 1had felkta divine challenge thatsounded som ething ke
th: “Bob, ifyou coul receve one thing thatw oul positvely transform your life and m nstry
1 the peopk you serve from these peopk, even ifthere w ere 99 features thattumed you off,
wouH you go and receine from them 7’

“YesLor, Iw illgo,” Irememberagreeng. M uch likeN podemus, Imade plbnst
atiend the conference “by nightt , being carefullo €Illno one © avod em barrassm entor

CIriCEBn .

So on January 20,2004 1amved atToron A portC hristien Felbw ship orther
pasor's conference. M y fearsand feelings ofwuherability atopening m yselfup © such radical
difference w ere som ew hateased by the sign attthe entrance © the sanctuary: “Be notafrad Itk
chibren. Itsthe Father' sgood pEasure © give you the K ingdom

T he conference began w #th an hourorm ore ofw orship thatw as like nothing 1 had ever
experenced. Severalthousand pastorsand kaders from allover the w ortl sang, clpped,and
danced asthe w orship band rocked high pralsest God.  Then the Tounding pasor Jobhn A mott
warm ly w elbom ed all the conference participants, stressing © the Am ercans thatnotall
CanadEnsw ere againstthem , butthatm any understood the need fora gbbalpo libem an and
w ere thankful® Am ercans orexerceng hs k. The“webome” £k lkea fstin the
stom ach, confam ing my prepud es thatcharien atic C hristiensw here byalto conservative
po Itical agendas, confusing them w #th the K ingdom ofGod. Since Iwashalf~expecting © be
ofiended n hisway 1decded thatlwoub try © remain open. Then bterthatday CarolA mott,
John’sw e and co-founder of TACF gave a tak entitEd “L ife ordeath n them nstry” that
deeply affecied me.

Carolspoke sim ply butcom pellingly abouthow any kind of judgm ent, resentm ent,
repcton, hatred orfear functions ke adam thatbbdks the fbw ofG od’sblessing 1 peopk.



“W hatpreventsusfrom receving the blessing?’ she asked.

“Anangry father. A controllling,dom nating mother. W e have buried alive m any hurts
thatoom e alve n Eteryears. W e have buried these things, w hich m ustbe broughto the cross.
There Bheb, freedom ,wholkeness. Jesus can healthese probm s,” preached Carol.

She w enton 1 describe Jesusasamanw ho knew hew as toally bved by his Fatherand
lived outofthe sscurty thatcam e fiom a reltonship w #h hisdad. She affam ed the need ©
receive the Sprtofadoption a G od’s chiblren so we coull com e N the sam e plce ofsecurty
and intim acy w ith the Father as Jesus experienced.

Carol nssied thato be bved we m ustbe heaked n our nnersebes, and thatthsbegins
by being reconciked w #th our-fathers and m others. She asked the crow d “how m any ofyou
woul ke © be exactly like yourfatherormother?’ asaw ay of nviting any hidden resentm ents
1 awrfbce N peopFE shearts. She spoke sim ply butcom pelling ly aboutthe m portance of nner
healing 0 peopk can be freed from perform ance orentation.

“Hw e have nothbeen affam ed n our nnercif;” sad Carol,“tenwew llry © get
affam ation elsaw here: from positibn, degrees, reltibnships, w hatever. There’sa hurt, nseaure,
nner heartthatm akes us seek Or ecurty

Carolw enton 1 share fam iliarxts regarding orgveness, uch as eaus’ callo not
Jdge (M att7:1), © orgive from the heartasa requirem entor living a life fiee ofm arked by
grace and not indebtedness (M att18:35) and the adm onitibn N Hebrews12:15 1 sse © kthatno
rootofbitiemess oringsup.

Caroltaked aboutthe com m andm ent© “H onor your ftherand your m other, stressing
how the prom ke thatfo Ibw s “thatyou may live bng and tm ay go wellw #h you” assures
bssing. Shewenton © confess her sn ofdEhonoring herm other, and shared how G od hed
freed her flom  resentn entover a three-and-a-halFyear-pernd. She nviled allofus© Siep Nb a
plce ofgrace and a refuge from the accuser, citing 1 Peter538:

D sciplne yoursles; keegp akbrt. L ke a roarng on youradversary the devilprow b
around,, boking 1orsom eone 1 devour.

“Saten wants © bring us N pstice,” stated Carol. “He cannotbuch us n the grace
phkce. HFyou can stay n the grace ofGod, the enemy w il notbe abk © getyou. W e wantthe
Lord © fnd what B n usand dealw #th k<0 the enem y cannotfind anything”’

She nviled anyone w ho felcthatG od w as goesking © them regarding diehonoring of
ther parents because ofpasthurtsand anyone w ho strugg led © orgive therrparents com pEgely,
even ifthey w ere bng dead 1 com e up 1 receve prayer.

Iwashitby a bnging © com pEtely rekase my parents from allmy judgm ents, 0 Imade
myw ay up 1 the front receive prayer <0 1coulbl com pEtely orgive m y fatherand m other,
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abng w ith 400-500 others. Carollbegan by nviting the Holly Spirto com e, revealing the

w ounds thatw e m ay have bng buried. M em ories surfaced aln ost im m ed etely ofevents from
my chiblhood. W hen Carol nvied the Spirt sound the depths ofourhearts, rem oving the
Kar tssue 0 w e coulH experence em otibnal healing orthese oH hurts, 1found m y=elfcrying,
abng w ith hundreds ofothers. Caroltok us through prayers that ncluded rekasing our
parent(S) N G od’sG race, notbecause they deserved i, butbecause ofJesus work on the
cross. | brgave my parents ofany debtthey had ncuned tow ardsm e, and asked G od © orgive
m e ordshonoring them . AsCarol Ed us through prayer afer prayer 1 £lctren endous relef.

W hen she prayed thatG od woul pouroutthe Holy Sprtupon us, bringing us com fortand py,
I £lkka bbnketofoom fortand py fbw overme. W e ended by praying 1orthe person beste us
before breeking fordinner.

Thissessbn on Prgivenessw asonly the fastofa four-day conference thatw oul change
my life orever. Onmyw ay © Iisten © John A mott's sessbn on understanding m anifestations
ofthe Spirit;, 1 asked som eone standing by the doorw here thisw orkshop wasbeing hell. W hen
he responded n French, 1 quickly Eamed his nam e w as Jean Paulland he w as from M ontpeller,
the city n the South ofFrance w here G racie and 1 had Iived and studied orthree years. Since he
w as boking orthe sam e w orkshop,w e ended up atiending togetherand |1 tanskted orhim n
the absence ofa French transhibor-.

Atthe end oftherrw orkshop John and Carol nvied those w ho w anted prayer © Iine up
around the perphery. Jean Pauland 1 stbod together aw ating John and Carol,w ho m oved
rapdly from person O person, by ing therhands on each one and saying “fill’ or“fae.” Asthey
moved tow ards us 1 found my heartbeating w i ly, and feelings ranging betw een enorand
excilem ent. The nextthing Tknew 1wason my back on the fborbeste Jean Paul, overcom e by
an ncredbk peace as 1“resied N the Spn orthe fasttin e

T hatafiernoon Jean Paul introduced m e  Serje Jacguem us, his pastorfiom the Eglise
Reform ée de France w ho 1 Eamed had participated in adocralprogran w #hme in
psychoanalysik n M ontpellier yearsbebore. A sthe dayswenton Im etpasorsand kaders from
alloverthe wortl and m usthave received prayerover tv enty tim esether from the frontorfrom
w elHraned m nstry am voLinteersw ho prayed and prophesied over peopkw ho Iined up for
prayer after the sessbns.

Speskers regu brly gooke of“the anointing” ,anew tm formew hich sgnified our
nclisbn N Jesus m essenc authority through the em pow em entofthe Holy Sprt. They
em phasized the m ateril reality ofthe H oly Sprt sanointing, w hich like ollglsenson you,
aks N and penetrates N aw ay thatequipsand enablespeope orm Nnstry. Thisanonting
ocom eson peop ke through receiving an m partaton from someonew ho Emoving n “the
anonting” them s=lves, having been baptized by the H oly Sprtorotherw e Turtherem pow ered
through the Bying on ofhands.

Speskers em phasized thatthe anonting B M pared navarety ofways. IntheO H
Testam entthe Lord ook the Sprtthatw asupon M oses and dstributed © the 70 ebers (N um
11:10), causing them 1 prophesy (Num 1125). E IEhaaskshim aster E liph the prophetora
doubE portbn ofhis i, w hich he passbnatkely and atientively sseks 2 K ngs2). Forthe
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decpksthshappened when Jesusbkw on them (ohn 2021) orthe Sprthilled them ason the
day ofPentecost n Acts2. The anointing continues © be passed on through am yried ofw ays,
fom the bying on ofhands (L Tim 4:14)and hearing the w ord preached (A cts 1044) b worship
and soaking N G od’spresence.

On the fnalday n the moming 1w ent® w hat 1 thought be an nfom atbnal sessbn
w #th John A motton soaking prayer n abuibding thatwasan ol fae staton. Atthssesson |
had no expectation ofreceiving prayer. A flerteaching on soaking prayerasa fom of
ocontem p latve prayerw here the Sprt Bw ebbom ed © fbw o peopk asthey Islen © worship
m usic, John began © pray or the atiendees © receive a Joecilanonting rpraying forothers.
W hen he cam e © m e he slpped his hands into my paln ssaying “recewve the Ullanointing of
teHoly Spritorhealng, delverance, preaching the gospel.. ” He then pleced hisbig hands
fam by on ether sde ofm y neck underm y earsand sad: “receive the Holy Sprit’ and blew all
overmy chestand face.

The nextthing L knew Iwasteling ke afeather n thew nd and ound m yseiffully-
conscbus on my back on the fbor. An ntense, buming heattsettked acrossm y Porehead justover
my eyebrow s, causing me 1 open my eyesand bok up, trying © dentify the source ofthe heat
F brescent Iights flickered from the w arehouse ceiliing som e thirty feetabove. 1 Ekheat
rad eting outofmy handsand ssw nmy m nd’seye a visbn ofblLie flam es shooting upw ards
outofmy hands. 1fekaweghtonmeas | by there oraw hik am azed and perpkxed.

Eventually 1 gotup and made my way out, catching up w #h John A mott,w ho 1 began ©
tak w ith aboutm y earfier upsetregarding w hathe had sad w hen he w ebbom ed Am ericans
uncritally regarding thewar n Iraq. Asw e w aked together through a parking btinm nus20
degree tem peratures, 1 shared w #th John that I had finally decided t© com e © Toronto because
my brother shared thata Eader had stated the need orAmercans® bwerthe U S fliig and rase
up the fiig of G od’suniversalK ingdom .

“Y ou really cam e here Porthatreason?’ John responded, causing m e 1 realize thatin fact
my ow n thirstform ore ofG od and desperatipn © e peop ke transfom ed w ere m y truestreasons
foroom ing “by nght’ ,asN podemushad. 1 continued though © share how upsstiing kwas or
me © hearhim welbome Am ercans roke asgbbal policem an.

“Htseem sthatour ok B be 100% aboutprochim ng the K ngdom ofG od and not
upporting the polciesofgovemm entsofthswort,” lurged.

John sad thathe had seen G od m ake use ofnatibns © stop evilldcabrahipsand © open
theway Prrevivak, butthatfinally he agreed thatw e shout be 100% aboutthe w ork ofthe
K ingdom . He exaused him selfand 1found m y seat;, feeling degply touched by G od’sencounter
m ed eted through John, vulherab e orhaving shared butm inim ally heard and yetsatisfied that |
had been abke © vobe my concem.

T hatafternoon Sere Jacquem us nviked m e 1 accom pany the A motis orseveraldays n
France afer therr oeaking engagem ents attthe annualecum enical renew al conference Em brasse
N os Coeurs in Parssik weeks fiom then. He nsiled thatm y having received m y docorate



from the French Refom ed graduate school n M ontpellier,my m em bership n the contem pltive
gortualcommunity F ratemite E spirituelle Les Veilleurs and m y recent nduction no the
Foruality there at TACF woul m ake m e a good am bassador © the French churches n need of
reneval. W hilke this nvilatbn intrigued m e, 1 ekcfarfiom reedy © dentify furtherw ith his
movem ent. How everthe fnal aftermoon and evening sessbns and the days thatlbw ed further
encouraged m e © em brace these experencesasanew induction from bebw thatwoul openmy
eyes© theworksofGod.

Thataflermoon and evening Randy C lrk of G bbal Aw akening and Colin D ye gpoke on
em pow eim entand healing, practicing ther teaching by praying for peopE’ s healing based on
wordsofknow Edge thatpunctuated thertaks. Each ofthe goeakers thatw ek em phasized that
the G ogpelofJesus m ustnotgo outnword only, butako w #h pow er. Thispow er B received
by the decpksw hen Jesus sends “the prom B2 ofm y Fatherupon you” thatresuls in them
being “cbthed w #th pow erfrom on hiph” (Luke 2449). Thispow er Bthe enabling ofthe Holy
Sprto bew Mneses. A fier the resunection the Sprtw as given 0 w e can produce the prooft
thatJeaus sstillalive. There m ustbe a supematural dem onstratipn that Jesus salive < that
wordsand service w illbe “confam ed w #h the sgnsthatolbw ;” n such aw ay thatnotyet-
believing peopkEwoul com e © fath N Jesus. Each ofthe goeakers adm onhed peopE © be 0
fullofthe Holy Sprtthatw e woull be em pow ered © do the w orks ofJesus nw ays thatwoud
bresk through barrers ofrace, religbn and cullure, and socelckss. 1 Eftfeelng won overo
the added valle ofm uch ofthis teaching receved “by nght’ from those 1 had w riteen offor
years as having nothing ofvalie 1 offer.

The nextmoming as | fiew back © V ancouveron an early fight 1 began 1 prepare or
three sam ons 1 had © do Heerthatday. 1began © read the Scriptures orthe Conmon
Lectonary orthatday,w hich surprsingly w ere ksaeh 61 and Luke 418fF. As 1 read the
readings | mm ediaely stopped, shocked thatthese Scriptures thathad been the extsofmy life
w ere uddenly um ping outatme N new ways:

I reed through Luke 4:18-19’s fam il|r claton of kaeh 6171 ,w hich suddenly cam e alive
nanew way.-

The Sprtofthe Lord BUpONM €,
because he hasanointed m e 1 preach the G ogoel © the poor.
H e has sentm e © prochim rekase © the captives,

And recovery ofsghto the blind,

To setfree those w ho are dow nrodden,

To prochim the favorabk yearofthe Lord.

The fastne “the Sprtofthe Lord Bupon me,and he hasanointed me” was kgping off
the page. Coul this Sprritupon me, thisanointing bew hatlhave n someway bcked nmy
m nstry © peopk atthe margns? Iwondered. Tomy EftsataH assdic Rabbi,w hose sde curb
bobbed as he reed his prayerbooks. 1pulled outmy Bptop and tumed © the H ebrew textof
Iaeh 61. W hen he TnEhed hisprayers I asked him ifl coul ask him a question about lsaieh
61. Heagreed and lasked hin ifhe believed that ksaiBh 61 w as describing the M essehwho his
community aw ased. “Yes,” hesad.
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“W hen the M esseh retums,w il he be the onlly anointed one, ordo you believe thathe
w illpass on hisanointing © the Jew BN peopkE?’

“Hew illbe the only one,’ replied the Rabbi, revealing a spnificantdiflerence from the
C hrstian understanding ofthe ano inting by the Sprtofall belevers.

“How do you beleve the prophetsorginally anonted the M esselv’'s n ancentlsreel?’ |
asked.

“W e believe they sn eared ollacross the Torehead,” the rabbi regponded confdentdy,
running his finger pistover the opsofhiseyebrow s.

I satstunned ,w ondering how thisnew experence ofGod woul aflectmy m nstry. In
them dstofmy preparations orm y sem on 1w as nenupted by a S ihk Indien m an sitting
besdeme b my rght

“D o you believe NG od?’ he asked, pointing © my open B bE.
“Y es, 1 replied, “and how aboutyou?’

“W ellyes, 1do,butlan notvery religbus. Som e peopk need G od, I don’tneed God,’
he replied.

“W hy do you believe N God?’ heasked me.

I began 1 share abouthow 1 had seen G od actb heb peopk, and shared the sory of
Eugenb,amanw ho had been freed from albboholien through a process ofconverson thatbegan
n pil. 1'oH him aboutA boholics A nonym ous' 12 step program ,w hich beginsw h a
recognitipn thatyou are ncapab ke ofstopping drinking by yourselifand the affam atibn thatyou
need a hgher pow er free you from youraddiction.

“M y father drinks oo much,” replied theman. “W hen he drinks, he Bvery vbent,” he
continued..

I mm edieely sensed thatthis m an had w #inessed his father beating hsm otherand
comm ented.

“Y ou have w sinessed your ther beating up on yourm otherw hen he drinks, haven’t
you? Thiewas very panful oryou © w iiness because you bve yourm otherand ther. Y ou
are w orred thatm aybe you 1o w illdo thisw hen you’remarred,” 1 comm ented, surprised by
my bobness.

“Y es, you are rght’ he regoonded. “lam pistretuming from three monthsw thmy

fan ily n Indie. Atthe beginning ofmy veitmy fatherdrank. He getsvbnt. He ek very
bed afterw ards.’
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“Are you w orried thattyou 1bo m ay have asm ilarprobkem 7’ 1asked,, agan surprieed by
my confence.

“Yes,when Idrmk lan vbEnt. 1haveagriirend. 1an worred thatlm ghtbecome
vD Entw #h her ifl manry and keegp drinking,” he confessed . “But 1 don’tneed any heb from
God,” he chrified.

“How canmy fathergetheb where he B, there are no AA groupsw here he Ives?’ he
asked.

“Hyou want, lwoul be gled 1 pray Toryou and him , thatG od woul firee you both
from thisprobkem ;” 1oflered.

“No, Idontneed God,’ he stated em phatically.
“W ell, IwouHb be gld © pray oryour father ifyou’d like,” 1 backtracked.
“lwoul ke that,” he agreed.

lasked hin iFl coud ploemy hand on hisam as 1 prayed,and he agreed. As 1 began ©
pray 1fekheatpouring no thisman through my hand and he m m ed etely began © breathe
heavily,,aln ost the pontofhyperventibting. 1ended my prayerand asked him how he felt

“Very good,” he sad, boking surprised.

Iwasam azed by these fastencounters since the conference. Thatafermoon in the pil |
kd B bE studeson kaeh 61 and Luke 4181F, and preached atourEnglieh and Spaneh servioes.
Atthe cb=e ofeach service | nviled peopk 1© com e up © be anointed w #h ol ©© rem em ber ther
statusas partofJesus M essenic comm unity.

Thatevening w hen Iwento bed 1w ondered w hether everything w outl fde awv ay now
tatlwasfarfrom the ntense enveronm entofTorono,w ith s ncredbke music Eaders,
m Nty am m em bersand goeakers.

In the m Od E ofthe nghtofm y fastnghthom e 11ound m yselfaw oken by a feeling of
nense energy coursing through my body. 1k lke lwaspligged no the ekctric outet. |
aw oke refreshed , butunab e © think aboutanything other than worshipping God. This
continued day after day, nghtafiernghtforweeks. How woul thisaflectmy m nstry? |
wondered.

H ealng encountersw ith Zack and Fabino

The fastw eek back 1went® the pil formy regular Thursday B bk study, curbus © see
w hether this retreatw oul n any w ay affectm y w ay ofoperating
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Upon entering the pils mulipumpose room my eye mmedeiely notes Zadk, a
strapping, 31- yearr-otd,Angb man who slands 6’7” . H i shaven head, m ustache, m Bchievous
face and heavily tatiboed nedk and Porearm s make himn bok ntim dating. A bout ten other
Angb guys sataround him © the rght. A dozen M exican m en satacross fiom them © my Eft
A fler shaking handsw #h everyone 11ok a seatin the circke © begin the B b e study.

“Tonght, 1 don’twant® mpose my partculr choe ofa B bE study on you guys,” |
state n Spankh and Englieh, boking around ateach m an around the cxrcke. “Everyone salv ays
m posing ther agendas on you. Fd lke © know ifthere’s any particulr question or biblcal
sory you wanto bok at” Inm edetely Zack speaksup.

“Theze M exans all think I'm a racit, and maybe they’re rghtt 1do get no my far
share offightsand can be hard © Ivew . | pstw antthem © know thatl respecta btofthings
aboutthem and ther cullure—the way they valle fam ily, therrw iliingness © work hard. 1guess
rd ke © kam how 1t getabng”

The M exans were boking a Itk uncom oriebk as 1 transkied Zadk’s words no
SpanEh. There had been some tensbns w #h Zack 0 they seemed wary ofhis advances. |
w elbom ed the question and then Tom ally began the B b study w #h a prayer nviting the Holy
Sprt© be presentas our gude and © bless each person. Thinking quickly ofan gpproprete
ext, | reached or Luke 15, aboutthe judging attitude of the Pharisees tow ards Jesus or eating
w ith tax collecbrsand snnersand hisparabe n repone.

Togetherw e read through the three sories thatm ake up one parabe: the story aboutthe
finding of bstsheep, the bstooin and the bston. The men becom e noticeably m ore relbxed
and even happy as they see Jeaus comparing God or hin<elf © a pasor who Eaves the 99
ocom pliantshegp w ho have ther acts together © search or the one bstsheep who’s n troublke—
untal he finds 1@ They seem m oved w hen w e read aboutthe w om an w ho after bsing one ofher
precbus coins wms the house upsde down. Here, God B reveakd not like the masked and
heavily-am ed drug task force officers w ho soour gpartn ents searching or illegal drugs—but
like a bver boking or som ething precbus that syn bolizes then ! Therr grow ng am azem ent
ums © py as we reed about the son who afier hitting botiom partying, steggers back n
hum ilietion, w illing 1© do tin e N srvilude only © fnd the father running 1 em brace him before
aconfesson even kaveshi Ips. As 1w rgp up ourtim e together by nviting peopk © stand or
atim e ofprayer, som ething surprising happens.

Zak pmps up from his seatand runs towards me, blurting out his conviction tat he
thinks God wants us © pray thatFabieno’s Iver be heaked. Fabino, a lige, heavily-tatiboed,
M exican man w ith a shaved head—the most likely man n the room © have a racel un-nw h
Zack boks shocked.

“Is ttrue thatyou have a probkm w sth your Iver?” 1 ak. He el me thathe’s been

experencing shap pans foraw hik and they’re getting worse and wore. “Do youm ind ifwe
pray oryou?’ lak.He poliely agrees.
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“Don’tyou have a Iver probken 0o, Zack?’ 1 ak, know ing from a previbus encounter
thathis 17 years of heroin addictibn has tken a heavy ©llon his ver and kidneys. Zadk’s
handsare svollen © W e thersize.

“Y eah, but Isien Bob. Fm alvays thinking aboutZack, aboutme and my probkms. |
think G od wantsm e  Haus on others, like Fabiano here™*

He agrees© Etme pray orhim , 100, aswe gather n acrck and hot hands. 1 pbce a
hand on each man’s shoubers and we pray: or God’s Sprt© come © bring healing © Zack
and Fabeno’s Ivers. W e pray 1o Pr peopFE’s Egal probEns, fan ilies and thatwe'd all
experence a greater thrstor G od, and thatG od woul fillusw sh fath, hope and bve. God’s
Sprt sBallaround us n the room . 1 feel kpubing through my hands n our crcutofso idarty .
There’saw am th ofPresence that Ingersasw e fineh praying and say our good-byes.

Fabino and Zadk don’tshow up orthe nextstudy, butaweek or 0 bter Fabiano tkes
his seatw #th anow mostly-M excan group. 1askhim how he’sfeeling and he lkm e there’sno
more pan N hie lver. 1callZack Eerthatday, buthe says he’s still feeling bad. W e pray over
the phone Porhealing and a few w eeks bter he atiends our study.

“Everything seem s 1 be betier;” he €l me. “The docbr's tsts have even come out
gwing me a ckan billofhealth” Zack lkm e he's been praying for bts ofpeopk and God’s
been answ er prayer after prayer.

I find m ys=lfunabe © hoH back from sharing my exclem entforGod’snev work nmy
lile and n the pilw th nearly everyone 1know n theweeksfolbw ing Toron. 1feelaconstant
desie © worship G od and 1 read everything 1 can getmy hands on regarding the Holly Spirt,
healing and other prs rebed © reneval. M eanw hike, | make contactw #th Serge Jacquem us,
who 1agree © heb as he hosts John and CarolA mott

Pihrim age#3 France

I fly nto Parson a Saturday moming, the bstday ofa four-day renew alconference
“Em brasse NosCoeurs,” which Ienviebn asa hum b group ofseveralhundred n someod
EgleeRefom ee de France n Pars. 1'eke he RER tran o w #hin aew bbdcksofthe
conference sike, and enterm odem conference center £cility. Priests n m onastic habits converse
outsre the entrance. | pin an asorm entofA frican mm grantsand French peopk aswem ake
ourw ay N the conference. A tthe reception area | dBoover © my surpree thatlan an nviked
guestand goesker,and an ©H 1 go 1 the Joeskersm esting room rprayers bebore the
moming sessbn begins. There ImeetSerge,w ho lkme thatlan stheduked © dharemy
personalsiory n the fastafiemoon sesson, justbefore CarolA mott s keynote eaching. |
cannotbelieve my ears. N otonly an | feeling com pEtely nadeguate © Foeak abngside these
peopk, 1 haven’tskpt n nearly 24 hoursand an exhausted. Onmyway back from Linch 1'run

“W hille here were notovert, verbal links betv een Zadk’ sactibns and our B ble study on Luke 15, 1 beliave hat
Zadk sav him s=lfboth as one ofthe shnarsw ih whom Jesus ate and asa discrin natory Pharisee bwhom he
addressed e parabke. I any case, Zack exercised abol freedom ,m uch ke Jesus, N response © e reeding of
Scripure and the Presence of the Spiritn our B be study.-
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Nt John A mottin the street,w ho doesv trememberme. As Ibegin © share how G od hasbeen
working nmy life and m nstry, he plbcesahand onmy shouberaswew ak assays, “ 1 thank
you Fatherforyourwork nBob’'s lile. G vehim moreLord,more” 1feelG od’spresence
filling mew i peace aw e w ak N the goeskers bunge Torprayer-

Som e fifty French and Sw s kaders gather n a crce and each person ntroduces
them s=lves, OIbw ed by a tin e ofprayer or G od’s Sprito come. Leadersare soon bying on
the ground, resting in the Sprt. Som eone gpproachesm e and ponts © aRom an Catholic priest
bying besbleaman nasuke and te.

“Thatsa Eaderofthe D om nicansbeste the head ofthe A ssem bly of G od
denom nation N France,” he sad, an iling N asbneEm ent.

“This B haedbE, neverhave 1 seen som ething like his”

Asw e nearthe end ofthis prayer tin e the conference organizer nvilesm e and Carol©
com e o the centerofthe group 0 they can by handson us. 1 cannotbelieve how quickly 1am
being ncluided asan nsder. Em pow ered by this prayer 1 head out. A Rom an Catholicman
approachesm e and says: “ 1 believe thatG od has show ed m e thattyou are here Torm ore than you
know . Y ou are here © be a oecelbkssing PorFrance,” he sa.

A fter nearly an hourofw orship and ntroductions lan nviled © the podium © sharemy
sory. 1begn n Englenw th Sere ntermpreting, butam soon speaking orm y=elfn French. |
Ellofmy work am ong the poor n Hondurasand n the pikand m grantcam psofW ashingon.
I'ellofhow my entire m nstry 1 have been ngored by Jesus nauguralsermon n Luke 4,

w here he describes him s=lifas the Tulfillln entoflah 61. 1ellhow the severity ofpeopE’s
probkem shas pushed m e © kam from m any differentperspectivesw #hin the body ofChrist. 1
share how frustrated 1 have becom e due © my failures © really heb peopk subm erged n the
darkness ofheavy addctions, dom estic vib ence and other toubks. 1tellhow Thave been

w ondering w hy the G ogpel I bear does notagppear© have the pow ero ttuly save. Ishare how 1
cannotacoepterher blm ng the “snners’ orGod. Tellhow 1have seen in the G ogpek that
Jesus never blm es siners ornotbeing transiom ed. Jesusdoes’tgive up on bstsheep, but
boksortem until they are found. 1sharehow IHeel lke the diecipkswho come © Jesus

w onderng w hy they cannotcastthe dem on outofthe boy like he can. 1 note how Jesusdoes
notbm e the boy butrather the dBCP E s practioes: “this one only through prayerand festing
can be castout” 1tellofmy pumey © Toronb and my experence ofrecevng the anonting
through John’sprayers. 1tellaboutthe fae on my rehead, ofthe Hassdc Rabbis
nempretaton and ofthe eflectson allthson my Iileand m nstry. 1end my k €lling the sory
ofthe healing ofZadk and Fabieno’s Iversand the new hope w e have asG od confam sourB bk
studesand advocacy work w #th “spnsthatolbw

As 1 ek | can s=e thatJohn and Carolare Istening ntently, undoubted by surprised ©

hearsuch asbory. 1sep down fiom the pltiorm w here 1an m etby a French Jesuitpriestand
Am erican m Bspnary w ho offer © pray form e off © the se.

18



There on the side ofthe stege the tvo men pray Torm e ormore ofthe Holy Sprit. |
mm edetely feel ke a tea bag that B subm erged N hotw aterand crum pe © my kneesunder
terwam hands. As I restthere | can hear Carol gpeaking from the pltiom .

“W here BBob?’ she Baking. “Ou estBob?’ saysthe nterpreter.

I getup anrd makemyway © my seat in the second row . Carolgpotsm e and sops her
tk, nvithgme come orward. 1come up © the pltlom as she headsdow n the stepsw i
m rrophone n hand © meetme.

“To the onew ho hasbeen fathful n littk, morew illbe given,” she says, graping my
hands In hers.

I mmedieely begin © fall orw ard on ©p ofher, untal 1 hearheryelland find m y=elf
seoonds Eteron my back there n frontofthe stege, feeling thewam presence ofGod. Carol
clim bs back ono the stage and continues her ek ,and 1 eventually m ake tback © my seat©
Iisten 1 her goesk on how she sees herselfand otherordinary believers as like the donkey w ho
hum bly bears the Presence ofG od no Jerusakem .

Carolgpotsm e retuming © my seatand abruptly stopshertak.

“Bob,w here are you going?’ she asks, draw Ing the atiention ofthe entare assem bly back
onbme.

“Com e badk up here,” she comm ands. “Y ou pasbrsare all <0 busy, busy,busy. W hat
you really need 510 lam © pstreceive more bve from God. Y ou are o quik 1 getup ad
go- Y ou can only give av ay w hattyou have received. Y ou need 1 be filled up <0 you are
m nskerng from outofa fulhess, outofan overfbw ,;” she continues.

Carol nseted then as she had atothertim esthatn M atihew 2237 Jesus says: “Love the
Lord yourG od w sh allyourheart” Them ind com es bst. She sadl thatG od ©H her“Carol, |
have m any servants, butfev bvers. Loversw illoutperform servants. There Ban energy from
bvewhich comesfiom hying down and Etting yourselfbe bved”

“Thistim e after | pray oryou Bob, stay dow n and receve,” she nsets. She prayed and |
w entdow n n frontofthe stege. Thistim e 1 stay put, Istening asG od’s Sprthovered overme.

The nextm oming 1 aw aken earfier than 1 had hoped and decde © pin Serg Tor Sunday
worshp athisB elkvilk church w here he pastors severalbbdksav ay . 1 sitnear the frontand at
the end regpond © an nviaton rpeopk calked © m NBly © receive prayers ofem pow em ent
ortherm nsres. As | head outafter the service am an n his seventies gpproachesm e, lling
m e thathe Bapeasantfrom Nimesand wants Foesk w #th me and pray orme.

“G od wants © bring the docbrsofthe W ord togetherw h the prophets,’ he states,and

asks ifhe can pray orme. lan am azed thatthism an w ho gpparently knew nothing aboutme
has dentified the t o w ortis thatthave been only recently been com ng together-my callling asa
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teacher of Scripture and “docorofthe w ord” and the new m ove ow ards the charien atic
“profets”’

Thatafternoon w e alltook atrain © V alkence and headed outb do a healing service nan
Egliz Reform ée de France in the D 6m bes. A flerte service w e skpt in cener orU nibn de
Priere de Cham es. Som etim e n the m ddE ofthe nght 1 had three vivid dream s thatawokeme.
In the fast 1 saw a forestfwe heading up from w here w e w ere Eastofthe Cevennesand from the
Southem partofthe Cevennesw here w e w ere heading the nextday n SaintJean du Gard,w here
pastorD anielBourguet Bbased. D aniel iBan Eglise Refom ée de France pasborw ho has lived
Tor the pastien years as a hem tded cated © contem p Etive prayerand servesasprorofte
Fraemigéé Eprittelk EsV ellkurs. He had previbusly been my professorofO H Testam entin
M ontpellier and dxectorofm y docoraldssertaton.  In the second dream 1saw my=eif bying
handson D anel Bourguet® pray him © receive everything 1 had recently been receiving filom
God. Inthethrd dream avoie gooke © m e thatlwas© £l Jobhn A mottthathe m ustnot
stafy the actibns or policies ofpow ers likke nation statesorhewoul bse theanonting. The
nextafiemoon asw e rode the tran © Nim es | shared w #th John w hatt I had received n the nght,
and w e diBcusd ogetherm y concems aboutC hristiens' supportofwar. 1shared w #h him
sory after sory ofhow charien atic C hristians n Central Am erca had m stekenly sded w th
govermm ents guilty ofcom m stting heinous hum an rghts abuses.

John Iistened thoughtiully and responded n hum ity this strong w aming by saying:“how
ocoulbl we know unlkesssom eone [like you] E€lsus.”

Laterthatday w hen ourdelegation armmived nNim esand wew ere picked up by peopke
w ho drove us out the HuguenotM (1 du D esert. 1asked ourdriverw hatshe saw calliing the
French church nto . She surprised m e by repeating w hatthe ob man n Parshad b me: “God
B bringing the docrsofthe W ord togetherw ith the prophets” Thatsam e day | lkamed w hy
thispartculrw ord w asegoecilly m portantior France, and 1orgbbalbody ofC hrst

The aurabrofthe H uguenotm useum gave usaurand ©H us fascnating detail about
the early peribd w hen the H uguenotsw ere w orshipping underground in an ard,m ountainous
reg bn ofthe Cevennes know n by these courageous believers as the desert (the w ibemess). He
©H abouta charien atic renew alm ovem entaround 1700 centered there n the Cevennesw here
wew ere. Hundreds ofuneducated , peasantchibiren betw een 3 and 18 w here having viesbnsand
prophesying n perfectFrench 1 crow dsofpeop e w ho m etclndestinely w hen the French K ing
LouisX IV had outlw ed protestants fiom practicing theirith® HeoH how asthe oHErS
(calkd D ragons) ofK ing Lous IV siepped up ther persecution thatthe renew alm ovem ent
becam e m ililant, giving ree © an am ed guerill resstance called the C am isards thatatiached
the D ragons, using prophetic w ords spoken as the Sp rtcam e upon these chiblren calliing peopke
1 holywar. A llbegan 1 change after one ofthe H uguenot Eadersw entoffto G eneva for
theobgaltraning. U pon his retum he prohibsed this charisn atic prophetic m ovem entfiom
operating N the Protestantchurches because the ecstatic utierances had becom e disBoonnected
from acarelulC hristien nempretatbon ofScripture. The auratorcom m ented thatfrom thistime

M axim illien M issbn, Le Théatre Sacré des C évennes, edited by Jean-Piene R ichardot, Les Editions de Paris: Paris,
199%6.
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ever since the docbrsofthe W ord have been dom inant in the Eglise Refom ée de France and the
charen atic prophets have been m arginalized.

Thatevening afterourouroftheM (s du D eserta group ofoverthirty ntercessors from
allover France gathered © worship and pray. Iwas m presed by the hum ity ofthe French
nercesorsas ndivouaks proposed w ays the group shouH pray.

“Hw e are © =2 renew alhappen w e m usthum be oursslves beore the docbrsofthe
W ord ouranogance and presum ption w hich has kd them © ke offense,” sad awoman.

A nother person com m ented that judgm ents againstR om an C atho lics m ustbe dropped
and oal brgiveness offered orthe persecution ofthe past. A wom an even stated thatFrench
protestants m ustrenounce therragreem entw sh the vb bentbeheading ofK ng Lousthe X IV,
which she saw asan w rong pstification ofvib nce and antr-authortarenien w hich haskept
peop ke 8O lted and overly ndependent. Finally John A mottsuggested thattw e pray form ore of
the fee ofthe Holy Spnit

“Y ou arem nstering n adark and diffioulcp bce w here you need m ore Iightand more
fe of G od’sPresence,” sad John. “lwoulb ke © pray oryourrches © be It you can be
furtherem pow ered as faelighters, he suggested, prom pting me ©© share my dream ofthe nght
bebore.

Atthspontl shared my dream ofthe forestiwe thatw asm oving from tree © tree fiom
the Eastern partofthe Cevennesw here w €' d been the nghtbefore and from the Southw herewe
w ere atthatm om ent, pining © conaum e the heartofFrench proestantoountry .

PeopE w ere all n agreem entw th this suggestion, and John nviled usall stand and
began calling on the H olly Spritb send the fae of G od’sPresence. Inm edetely peop E began
crying outand som e el the ground under the pow erthe Sprit. 1 £kmy body overcom e by a
heatthatw as aln ostunbearab e, w hich bumed throughoutm y body forthe nexthourorm ore as
w e allprayed foreach otherand orFrance, untal the evening ended and | Eftthe dekegation or
furtherveits and a retreatw #h my French docorofthe W ord colleagues.

D urng the rem aining seven daysofmy trip Imetw th my theobgin © octeurde b
Parok) friends, sharing w ith them my recentexperencesw sh the charien atc renew al
movem ent. Som e Iistened skeptcally, critcal ofattiudes that 1 oo had w nessed: eI
rghteousness, rialeltsn , antHnelkectualien , fTundam enalien , conservative politcal
deobgy. latiended a contem pltve retreat Ed by D anel Bourguetatthe retreatoenter at” ks
Abeilkurs’ n the Cevennes. Dankeland 1 had m etdaily © tak at ength aboutm y experences.
The chasn betw een him selfas a docorofthe w ord and conem plative and the charien atic w ortl
gppeared © gradually cbse asw e taked, prayed and w orshipped together in com m unity w ith the
other retreatants. D ankelw Bely comm ented: “wew illsee by the fruitin your lilew hetherths B
from theHoly Spr” On the day ofmy departure 1 asked him © by handsonmeand bessme
N my researching and teaching of Scripture. He hum by kneeled and asked me © By handson
him © receve w hateverG od had forhim .
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M y finalm eeting in Francewasw #h M ichelBouttier, a veteran Eglise Reform ée de
France, professorofN ew Testam entatM ontpellier orover v enty yearsand prolific w rieer then
N hs80s. M helhad been one ofm y m ostrespected teachers and S ritualdxecors forover
fifteen years. 1 had been hestanto dharew #h him my recent pumey , afradl ofhisdisgpproval.
W em etoran hourand a half n atran statbn N Vakncew here lwasabk © sbponmyway ©
Pars. He satin rgptatienton as 1'oH him my recent pumey, profound ly toudhed by the
testin ones of G od’s intim ae uch and m racubus sgns. “Y our sSbres are rghtin ham ony
w ith the gposbiicw Mness N the New Testam entchurch,” he began. “1have been <o thirsty or
w hattyou are experencing. Foryearsand years I have been w orking © keep the dying coab
alve nmy church orG od  move n theways you are describing. Pray formeF’ he asked, just
asmy train pulled up © thequai. Iprayed orhim aswe ran O geton my tran.

I retumed hom e from France convinced thatG od s birthing som ething new nm e that
nvolved a com ing togetherofd gparate parts of C hrist s body and the diverse w nessof
Scripture n srvice ofthe poorand margnalized. lEBG od’s pasure © e the ssnctuary and
the street;, the m onastery and the academ y, the charien atxc renew alm ovem entand progressive
ocelactivEts, enveronm entalists and evangelsts, trad tibnal lturg sts and contem porary
w orshippers com e ogether. 1an aure thatas peopk respond © Jeus nvilatbn © pnhim n
preaching good new s the poorw e w illall com e © recognize ourneed forall the rchesofour
nheriance thatare cunently scatiered an ong G od’s peop ke n differentdenom natonsand
ocountres. A speopk see the urgentneed Porthe K ngdom ofG od © com e n force on behalfof
those w ho sufier, they w illbe ncreasingly w illing © give up natibnal, ethnic, partisan and
denom natibnalallegBnces N Bvorof“on earth as n heaven.” Sw iching from Iim sed
alleg Bnces © being TUlly dentafied w #th the w hole com pany ofJesus nclides no bngerbeing
asham ed © be seen w ith the differentones. N bodem usdid go on © defend Jesus, butdd he go
farenough? A pparently he w as notw illling 1© m ake the break and be Tully dentified w #h G od’s
ocom ing kingdom . Perhaps like m ostPharieees, he w asurw iliing © hum b hin selifand receive
John’ sbaptisn . U nity ofpurpose can besthappen asw e retum 1 the Jordan, © the w atersof
baptien ,w here our dentaty as G od’s sons and daughters are resored and the divding walkare
broken down. Iti there thatw e becom e freed and em pow ered © pin Jesus n creating
om ething new .



