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BO R N FR O M BELO W

BobEkblad

InJohn3:1ffaPhariseeandruleroftheJewsnamedNicodemuscomestoJesusbynight
withaquestionsthatIcanrelateto: “Rabbi,weknow thatyouhavecomefrom Godasa
teacher;fornoonecandothesesignsthatyoudounlessGodiswithhim.” Apparently
NicodemuswasdesperateenoughtoexperiencetheauthenticKingdom ofGodishislifetime
thathewouldgosecretlytooneconsideredbyhisownasanoutsiderandheretic.Itoohave
becomedesperateenoughtofindGoodNewsthatIdonothavetobeashamedof,thattrulyhas
thepowertosave(Rom 1:16).Thisdesperationhasmademewillingtogoanywhereandlearn
from nearlyanyone.Beingbornagainor“from above” hasalwayshappenedasI’vegone
below—receivingfrom unlikelymediatorsandinunexpectedplaces.

Itisurgentthatpeoplefrom diversesectorsoftheglobalbodyofChristhumblylearn
from oneotherandpartnerwhenpossible.God’sKingdom willbreakinsoonerandwithmore
powerto adesperateworldaspeopleserveeachotherinunity. Thisnecessitybecomes
especiallyapparentwhenworkinginextremeplaceswherebreakthroughsareurgent:amongthe
poor,persecuted,imprisoned,addicted,disabled,terminallyill,inwar-torncountries,prisons,
Nativereservations,hospitalsanddisasterareas. W henthedarknessandchaosoftheworld
exposesourtheologiesandfaithpracticesaslacking,we,likeNicodemuswillbecomehumbled
enoughtocrosslinesofseparation.Godhasbeencallingmetoreceiveandpartnerfrom
individualsandgroupsthatarenormallyisolatedfrom eachother,birthingmeintoanexpanding
fam ilythatGodisbringingtogetherasarestingplaceforanew movementoftheSpirit
comm ittedtoseeingandenteringGod’sKingdom—onearthasinheaven.Iinviteyouintoa
richandevolvingjourneyacrosswell-establishedbarriersintoaborderlessnew countryand
empowerednew immigrationstatusaschildrenofGodandagentsofGod’scoming Kingdom.

AftergrowingupinPresbyterianandCovenantchurchesinanaffluentsuburbofSeattleI
begantofindmyownfaithandcallingduringtravelsinmyearlytwentiestoEurope,Israeland
CentralAmerica. Forovertwenty-fiveyearsnow Ihavelivedandministeredamongpeopleon
themarginsofsocietyinHonduras,SanFrancisco,andW ashingtonState.Thechallengesof
ministryamongthepoorandexcludedhaveledmetopursueacademictrainingintheologyand
Biblicalstudies,ordinationinamainlineprotestantdenominationandtraininginpastoral
counseling.W hileIhaveseenpeoplecometofaithandexperiencefreedom from poverty,
hopelessness,addictionsandnegativeimagesofGod--ministrywithinmatesandex-offendersin
ourlocalSkagitCountyJailhashumbledme,showingmyknowledge,experienceand
spiritualityaslacking.Contemplativespiritualpracticeshavesustainedmeduringthestruggle,
enrichingmewiththewisdom oftheearlychurchandwithGod’sPresenceintheEucharistand
inthesilenceofmonasticretreats. M yattractiontomencaughtupinaddictionsto
methamphetamines,crackcocaine,heroinandalcoholfurtherincreasedmylongingtoseethem
experiencetrueandlastingfreedom.Desirefortransformationbecamemoreandmoredesperate
asIwitnessedonebelovedfriendafteranotherdieorgoofftoprisonforincreasinglyviolent
crimes.
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TheeventsofSeptember11,2001impactedAmericanpeople,includingChristians,in
suchawaythatmadeithardertoseetheKingdom ofGodhereintheUSA—atleastinofficial
ormainstream places.Anyfocustowardspeopleonthemarginsappearedlostbythepanicand
security-awarenessthatemergedastheUnitedStatesinvadedAfghanistanandlaterIraq.
Prayersfortheperpetratorsofviolencewererareaspeopleraisedtheirflagshighandprayedfor
thesecurityandsuccessofUS soldiersdeployedtotheM iddleEast. Theinabilityofpeace
activiststoeffectivelychallengethepost9/11warfeverandpatriotism leadingtotheinvasionof
Iraqfurtherplacedmeinaspiritualcrisis. How couldamainstream Christiancommunity
overtlyassociatedwiththenationstatebecomeasheepfoldforinmates,ex-offendersand
undocumentedimmigrantscomingtofaithinthejailorareamigrantcamps? Ifoundmyself
willingto gonearlyanywhereinsideor“outsidethecamp” toreceivemorewisdom and
empowermentthatwouldhelpmebearbetternews.

Jesus’ callto Nicodemus“unlessamanisbornfrom abovehecannothecannotseethe
Kingdom ofGod” hastakenonnew dimensionsasIhavesoughttofindtheKingdom ofGodin
darktimesandplaces. NotseeingtheKingdom ofGodincertainplacesseemedanecessary
prerequisiteforidentifyingitelsewhere.YettheplaceswhereIbegantoseewereeachquite
unexpected. Eachrevelationservedtoaffirm piecesofagiantpuzzlethatseemstobebringing
orderofdisparatelifeexperiences,suggestingthebirthofsomethingnew.

Inresponsetoourperceptionthatthechurcheswereover-identifiedwiththenational
moodandthemythofredemptiveviolence,weatTierraNuevadecidedthatwewouldneedto
startourownEnglish-speakingworshippingcommunitythatwouldwelcomedissenters,people
strugglingwithaddictions,ex-offendersandothersatthemargins. A groupofTierraNueva
staffandvolunteersbeganworshippingtogetherasanEnglish-speakingfaithcommunityin
November,2003—attheheightofthewarinIraq.

Ourobjectivewastosidewiththepeopleonthemargins(asopposedtojustifyingthe
lawsandpoliciesoftheState)asabodyofChristwithoutborderscommittedtoproclaimingthe
GoodNewsofGod’sKingdom,onearthasinheaven. Fourtripsimmediatelyfollowingthe
beginningsofourfaithcommunityforeverchangedmylifeandministry: FortBenning,
Georgia,Toronto,FranceandHonduras.

Pilgrim ate#1,FortBenning,G eorgia,N ovem ber2003

InlateNovember2003IattendedtheSocietyofBiblicalLiteratureandAmerican
Academ yofReligionannualmeetinginAtlanta,Georgia,wherenearly10,000professional
Biblescholarsandtheologiansgatheredtolistentopapersonspecializedtopicsataluxurious
conventioncenter.

W hileinAtlantaIcontactedthefoundersofaninner-cityhomelesssheltercalledthe
OpenDoorCommunity. ThiscommunityandfoundingPresbyterianpastorcoupleEdLoring
andM urphyDaviswerefamousinmycirclesasoneofthemostcuttingedgeministriestothe
homelessinNorthAmerica. EdLoringinvitedmetotraveldownonaSundaymorninginone
oftwo vansfullofhomelesspeopletoattendtheannualprotestdemandingtheclosureofthe
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SchooloftheAmericasatFortBenning--amilitarybasewherethousandsofpoliceandsoldiers
from CentralAmerica’seliteunitshad beentrainedduringthe1980’s.

Ihadknownabouttheexistenceofthisbaseandopposeditduringthesevenyearswe
had livedandworkedinGuatemalaandHondurasbeginningin1981.Iknew thattensof
thousandsofpoorpeasants,laborleaders,priestsandotheractivistsweretorturedandkilledby
troopsandintelligenceagentstrainedatthisbasebyUS militaryadvisorspaidforbyUS tax
dollars.

ThereatFortBenningIjoinedathrongofsome10,000protestersgatheredthatdayfrom
allacrosstheUS andCanada.Theday’seventconsistedprimarilyofapeacefulmarchinthe
styleofafuneralprocessiontocommemorateLatinAmerica’smartyrs. Theprocessionleadup
tothefenceattheentranceofthebasebetweenrowsofmountedGeorgiaStatePatrolandPolice,
passing infrontofthefencethatsomeplannedtoclimboverasanactofcivildisobedience.

AswewalkedinorderlylinesafullwidthoftheroadacrossavoiceannunciatedSpanish
namesfrom amicrophoneonastage.Thenamesandagesofeachknownindividualkilledby
US-trainedtroopsandpolicearementioned.Iam surprisedathow deeplyIam movedasIbegin
toweepuncontrollablyasthenamesandagespenetratemyheart:IgnacioEllacuria,rectorofthe
UniversityofCentralAmericaandanoutspokencriticoftheArmy— “presente”;ElbaRamos,
theJesuit’shousekeeper,rememberedassensitiveandintuitive— “presente”;AgustinaVigil,
25,pregnantattimeofdeath— “presente”; child,5,sonofDionisioM arquez:M artoVigil,75,
farmer,ElM azote— “presente”;IsabelArgueta,6,ElM ozote— “presente.”1

Ifeelsorrow overmainstream AmericanignoranceoftheUS’sinvolvementin
supportingoppressiveregimesandpainatthenearabsenceofanyrecognitionoftheirculpability
astheprotestersaroundmeliftedwhitecrossesandcall“presente” aftereveryname.M yheart
isso heavythatIcryonandonasIwalktowardsthebase.Ihavebeendespairingaboutthewar
inIraq,andtheAmericanpublic’sgeneralagreementabouthow the“waronterrorism ” isbeing
waged. W hatam Idoingtoresistournationaldirection?

IrememberfeelingthisacutelywhenIfirstvisitedGuatemala,HondurasandNicaragua
in1981andbecameawareofournationalguilt. ThereIhadfeltforthefirsttimetheGodwith
us(Americans)shifttoaGodagainstusandwiththem inawaythatforeverchangedmylife.

Iwalkandcry,myheadhunglow,uptothefenceseparatingtheprotestersfrom the
base-protectors.ScoresofM ilitaryPolicestandreadytomakearrests,clustersofplastichand
cuffsattachedtotheirbelts.Soldierstomyleftplayloudpatrioticmusicthroughamegaphone.
Regularannouncementsareblastedthroughspeakerswarningtheprotestersthattheywillbe
arrestediftheystepfootontothebase.

Idecidetostandagainstthecyclonefenceastheprotesterscyclepastandbackawayto
makeroom fortherest.Iwatchpeopleplacetheircrossesandsignsinthefenceandcontinue
pastme. M anytear-stainedfaceslookgreywithsorrow.Ilookoutatthebasetryingtofigure
outwhatIam feeling:anger,despair,sadness,powerlessness,confusion.

1 SeetheSchooloftheAm ericasW itnesswebsiteforthefulllistofnam esandinform ativearticles,www.soaw.org

http://www.s


4

“W hyam IhereOhLord?” “W hatcanwehopetoachieveinthistimeofwar?” “How
canIbestresist?” “W hathopeisthereforrealchangewhenmostAmericansseem complacent
orinagreementwithnearlyanythinginthenameofnationaldefense?”

M yprayerisinterruptedbyanimpressionthatImustreadPsalm 37.Curious,Ipullmy
BibleoutofmycarryingcaseandbegintoreadthePsalm 37:1-2:

Donotfretbecauseofthewicked;donotbeenviousofwrongdoers,fortheywillsoon
fadelikethegrass,andwitherlikethegreenherb.TrustintheLord,anddogood;soyou
willliveintheland,andenjoysecurity.

AsIcontinuetoreadIbegintoexperienceasurprisingfreedom tonotfret,torefrain
from angerandtoforsakewrathasIfeelimpressedbythetruthofthewordsofthisPsalm:

Refrainfrom anger,andforsakewrath.Donotfret—itleadsonlytoevil.Forthewicked
shallbecutoff,butthosewhowaitfortheLordshallinherittheland.Yetalittlewhile,
andthewickedwillbenomore;thoughyoulookdiligentlyfortheirplace,theywillnot
bethere(Ps37:8-10).

Ihaveseenthewickedoppressing,andtoweringlikeacedarofLebanon.AgainIpassed
by,andtheywerenomore;thoughIsoughtthem,theycouldnotbefound(Ps37:35-36).

ThetruthofthisPsalm istouchingmeandIfeelcompelledtomakeitmyown.Atthe
sametimemorequestionsarearising. “W ho arethewicked?” Iask. AsIlookoutthroughthe
fenceInoticethatmostofthesoldiersareAfricanAmerican. “Certainlynotthem,” Ithink. So
manysoldiersareseekingawayoutofpoverty,afuturethatbeatsthestreetsorjailsandprisons.

DeepinmyheartIam receivingastrongimpression,almostapropheticword:“TheUS
isonitswaydownasaglobalempire.Americawillfall.Thetimeisshort.Theseare
dangeroustimes.”

Iknow thatAmericaisindeeptrouble.9/11gaveusanopportunitytochangeourway
ofthinking—torepentofawayofwieldingpowerthathasgainedusmany,manyenemies. Yet
weactlikeweareinvincible.Thepowerofprideisanillusion. “Pridegoesbeforedestruction
andahaughtyspiritbeforeafall,” Irememberfrom myrequiredgradeschoolmemoryverses.

Yetalittlewhile,andthewickedwillbenomore;thoughyoulookdiligentlyfortheir
place,theywillnotbethere.Butthemeekshallinheritthelandanddelightinabundant
prosperity(Ps37:10-11).

Thementionofthemeekcausesmetoturnawayfrom gazingatthesoldiersandthebase
and lookatthecrowd.Couldtheybeamongthemeek? Iwonder.Inoticethatmanyarecrying.
M anylookhopeless.IfeeldrawntoreadM atthew 5:1a,2,3-10:

W henJesussaw thecrowds,hebegantospeakandtaughtthem saying:
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Blessedarethepoorinspirit,fortheirsisthekingdom ofheaven.
Blessedarethosewhomourn,fortheywillbecomforted.
Blessedarethosewhomourn,fortheywillbecomforted.
Blessedarethemeek,fortheywillinherittheearth.
Blessedarethosewhohungerandthirstforrighteousness,fortheywillbefilled.
Blessedarethemerciful,fortheywillreceivemercy.
Blessedarethepureinheart,fortheywillseeGod.
Blessedarethepeacemakers,fortheywillbecalledchildrenofGod.
Blessedarethosewhoarepersecutedforrighteousness’ sake,fortheirsisthekingdom of
heaven.

Ifeelasuddenliftingofmysorrow andacalltoministertotheprotesters. “Theseare
yourpeople,servethem,” Iam thinking.

Iapproachamanwho isweepingandpointtoJesus’ wordsinm yopenBibletothose
who mourn:“Blessedarethosewhomourn,fortheywillbecomforted.” Thisism yplace,Ifeel.
GodhascalledmetoministertoGod’speople,thehumbleones.AtthesametimeIthinkofthe
soldiersacrossthefence,andfeelcompelledtoreturnandtoreadanothersectionfrom Jesus’
SermonontheM ount:

Youhaveheardthatitwassaid,“Youshallloveyourneighborandhateyourenemy.’
ButIsaytoyou,Loveyourenemiesandprayforthosewhopersecuteyou(M att6:43-
44).

ReadingthisremindsmeofPaul’swordswrittenfrom prisoninRomans12:14regarding
enem ies:

“Blessthosewho persecuteyou;blessanddonotcursethem.”

InamomentofinspirationIpointateverysoldierIseeandIblessthem: “Iblessyou in
thenameofJesus!” “Iblessyou inthenameofJesus!” “Iblessyou inthenameofJesus!”

IthinkoftheSeraphwhoflew toIsaiahholdingalivecoalfrom thealtar.Itfeelslike
onceagainmymouthhasbeentouchedandmyguilthasbeentakenawayandmysinblotted
out.I’veheardthecallandsayyestonotonlycomfortingtheweek,buttoIsaiah’scalltospeak
tohisownpeopleadifficultmessage. CouldIsaiah’sverymessagebewhatIam witnessesnow
asmainstream Americacontinuestoliveindenialaswefallunderincreasingdebtand
internationaldistain:

Saytothispeople:seesee,butdonotperceive,hearhearbutdonotunderstand.M ake
theheartofthispeoplecalloused;maketheirearsdullandclosetheireyes.Otherwise
theymightseewiththeireyes,hearwiththeirears,understandwiththeirhearts,andturn
andbehealed(Isa6:9-10).
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IcanseethatthenationalblindnessanddeafnessofIsaiah’stimeisnow beingreplayedin
ourown.Idreadtheconsequentfulfillmentofthiswordintheversesthatfollow,which
describeamoreseverejudgmentcomesthatechoesthewordsofPsalm 37.

ThenIsaid,“Forhow long,O Lord?” Andheanswered:“Untilthecitieslieruinedand
withoutinhabitant,untilthehousesareleftdesertedandthefieldsruinedandravaged,
untiltheLordhassenteveryonefarawayandthelandisutterlyforsaken(6:11-12).

IheartheimperativesofIsaiah: “Ceaseto doevil,learntodogood;seekjustice,rescue
theoppressed,defendtheorphan,pleadforthewidow (Isa1:16b-17).

IthinkagainofPsalm 37:3:“TrustintheLordanddogood;soyouwillliveintheland,
andenjoysecurity” (Ps37:3)andam remindedofRomans12:1:

Donotbeovercomebyevil,butovercomeevilwithgood.

Isittoolateformainstream America? Iwonder.Aslongasweareconvincedthatour
problemsareduetoanabundanceofwickednessthatwemustcombatweareinserioustrouble.
Aswelearntoturnovertheproblem ofthewickedtoGodandfocusontheremedyingthetragic
absenceofgood.Intheabsenceofgoodalleffortstocombatevilaredoomedtofailure.

Asourtwovanloadsofhomelessmenandsheltervolunteersdrivehome,Italkwith
black manfreshoutofjailwhohasbeenestrangedfrom hisson,whoisnow inprison.Heis
afraidtoreestablishcontact.Hedoesn’twanttodisappointhissonagain,orriskbeingrejected
whenhemakesanefforttostepbackintorelationship.Iencouragehim towritehissonaletter.
W etalkwithothersaboutreadingtheBibleandrelateittothestruggletostaycleanandsober.

TheyletmeoffatthefancyhotelwhereIam stayingandIwalkbackintotheSocietyof
BiblicalLiteratureandAmericanAcademyofReligionmeeting.Ireturntothevastarrayof
papersbeingpresented,booktablesandscholarsvisitingamongthemselves.Iam amanof
uncleanlipslivingamongapeopleofuncleanlips.W illwekeeponseeingbutnotperceive?
How longOhLord?

LikeIsaiah,theprophetJeremiahreflectsapropheticstream announcingjudgmenttothe
peopleofGod.GodcalledJeremiahtoannounceJudah’sdestructionatthehandsofthe
Babylonians(Jer1:13-17).GodempoweredJeremiahagainsttheentirereligiousandpolitical
establishmentofJudah.

Now,girdupyourloins,andarise,andspeaktothem allwhichIcommandyou.Donot
bedismayedbeforethem,lestIdismayyoubeforethem.Now behold,Ihavemadeyou
todayasafortifiedcity,andasapillarofironandaswallsofbronzeagainstthewhole
land,tothekingsofJudah,toitsprinces,toitspriestsandtothepeopleoftheland.And
theywillfightagainstyou,buttheywillnotovercomeyou,forIam withyoutodeliver
you,” declarestheLord(Jer1:19-19).
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TheprophetsIsaiahandJeremiahinvitearesistancealongsidetheoppressorsonbehalf
oftheoppressedtothepointofevengoingdownwiththem intoexile.2 How canIbecomean
agentoftransformationonbehalfofthepoorinthemidstofapeoplecommittedtosanctioning,
punishingandpayingbackthebadguys?

BeforeIcouldanswerthisquestionIwastoseetheKingdom ofGodinthefleshina
place“downbelow” mynormalsightsamongtheeconomicallyandsociallymarginalizedpoor.
Godwasabouttoshow methatbeingbornfrom aboveincludetransformingencounterswith
GodmediatedbypeopleIwouldnotnaturallyreceivefrom becausetheywereoverlyidentified
withthedominantcultureandscandalousinmyeyes:mainstream peopleinthecharismatic
renewalmovement.

Pilgrim age#2 Toronto

Uponreturningfrom theAtlantaIbeginpreparingforaweek-longspiritualretreatI
decidetotakewithmybrotherAndy,aPresbyterianpastorministeringinFairbanksAlaska.I
haddecidedtostepoutofmycomfortzoneandvisitTorontoAirportChristianFellowship
(TACF),homeoftheinfamous“Toronto Blessing.” Thisrepresentedamajorstepforme,
having beensoutterlydisillusionedbyAmericancharismatictendencytoover-identifywiththe
conservativepoliticalagendaintheUnitedStatesandthroughouttheworldandwithlegalistic
waysofinterpretingtheBiblethatexcluded “sinners” from churchesinCentralAmerica.

VerboChurch’ssupportofRiosM ontinGuatemalainthe1980’sfollowedbythe
AmericanChristiansupportoftheReaganAdministration’sContrawarinHondurasasa“holy
war” againstcommunism hadcausedmetodoubttheHolySpirit’sinvolvementinmany
charismaticandevangelicalchurches.M yownexperiencewithlegalisticPentecostalchurches
inHondurasandearlierexperiencesoffeelingpressuredtospeakintonguesasasignofmy
belongingtoJesusbytheCharismaticrenewalmovementinthe1970’shad furtheralienatedme.

However,inrecentyearsIhadwatchedmyyoungestbrotherPetergothroughapowerful
conversionthroughrepeatedvisitstotheTorontoAirportChristianFellowshipandelsewhere.3
Peterhadstruggledwithaddictiontococaineandotherdrugsandhadlostcustodyofhis
daughtertoanex-partnerthatappearedtobeinvolvingtheiryoungdaughterinchild
pornographycircles. Peter’sconversionwasatfirstmarkedbyover-zealouscondescending,
withregularcommentstomelike“yourchurchisdead” and “thereisno powerinyour
ministry.” HoweverIwatchedPetermatureatanunusuallyrapidrate,becominggentlerand
morehumbleashewentfrom renewalconferencetorenewalconferenceinTorontoandaround
thecountry.

FinallyonedaywhilevisitinginSeattlehehadinvitedmetoaRandyClarkemeetinga
halfanhourfrom home.Heexplainedhow RandyClarkewastheministerwhowasteaching

2Forthosealreadyinexile,awholeotherm odelexistsforpropheticministrytothoseinexile.Irecognizethat
Isaiah40-66offeran em poweringim ageofm inistrythatrecruitsthedowntroddenasGod’schangeagentsandbegin
tothinkonthis.
3 Peterhadalsobenefitedfrom otherrenewalcenterslikeBrownsvilleTexas,theInternationalHouseofPrayerin
KansasCity,M orningstarM inistriesinNorthCarolina,andPensicollaFlorida.
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whentheSpirithadfalleninTorontoeightyearsbefore.Peoplehadbeensoovercomebythe
presenceofGodthattheyhadfallentothefloor.M anyhadexperienceduproariouslaughterasa
manifestationoftheSpirit.Godcontinuedtoshow uplikethisnightafternight,attracting
thousandsofpeoplefrom allovertheworldtonightlymeetingsandregularconferencesthat
continuetotoday.OverfivemillionpeoplehadvisitedTACF aftereightyears,contributing
significantlytoaglobalrenewalmovementmarkedbyphysicalandemotionalhealinganda
rediscoveryofGodasaFatherwhohasnothingbutabundantloveforhischildren.

“ComeonBob,beopen,” Peterurged. “Comeand seewhatI’vebeeninto.Youmight
likeit.”

TherewasnothingIcouldcomeupwithtoresisttheinvitation.AsIenteredthechurch
thatwashostingthisconferenceIfoundmyselfmovedbyworshipso joyfulandfreethatIfelt
forthefirsttimeinmylifethatmaybeIcoulddothiseternally. Peoplefrom everyage,social
classandethnicitydideverythingfrom dance,sit,lieprostrate,raisetheirarms,bow theirheads,
orkneelastheworshipbandplayedoneengagingsongafteranother.AtthesametimeIwas
startledandattimesalarmedbybizarrecries,roarsandsightsrangingfrom peopleshaking,
fallingandchargingthespeakerinordertoreceiveablessing.

OnthesecondnightoftheconferenceRandyClarkinvitedallthepastorsandtheir
spousesforwardforaprayerofblessingfortheirlivesandministries.GracieandIwentforward
alongwithseveralhundredothers,andjoinedalineacrossthefrontofahugeauditorium.The
ministryteam beganprayingforpeoplewaydowntoourrightatthebeginningofthelineasthe
bandplayedcontemplativeworshipmusic.IlookedinhorrorasIwatchedpeoplecollapsetothe
floorafterreceivingprayerfrom aministryteam thatmovedalongthelinetowardsGracieandI.
ThiswasnotwhatIhadexpectedordesired! YetIknew Ineededasmanyprayersascouldbe
offered. IdecidedthatratherthanoptoutIwouldpraythe“Jesusprayer”: “LordJesusChrist,
SonofGod,havemercyonus,” asIwaited,believingthatJesuswouldprotectmefrom anything
thathewouldn’twantmeto experience.W hentheministryteam finallyreachedmeandbegan
prayingIfeltanincrediblepeacecomeoverme,butIdidnotfall.

AftertheyleftIopenedmyeyesandlookedtoeithersidetofindeveryoneoneitherside
ofmelaying “overcomebytheSpirit” ontheground. M anywerelaughinghysterically.I
rejoinedmythreechildrennearthebackandimmediatelymysecondsonLukeaskedmeifhe
couldgo upsohecouldreceiveprayerthatwasthenbeingofferedtoeveryonepresent.W hen
RandyClarkecamealongandprayedforLukeandmeagainIlookedhim intheeye.His
comment“whoa,youlooklikeyou’vebeenhitaboutseventimes,” eventhoughIhadn’tfallen
mademefeelstrangelywelcomedasabrotheramongtheseverydifferentstrangers.W henI
turnedaroundIimmediatelynoticedamanconvulsingdramaticallybeforeawomanwhoprayed
forhim. M yfirstthoughtwasthatsheneededhelpsoIcamebehindthemanandlaidmyhands
onhisshoulders.Immediatelyhecrumpledtohiskneesandbegantoworship,apparently
touchedbyourcombinedprayers.Iwasmovedtoseepairsandcirclesofpeopleprayingfor
eachotherthroughoutthelargeroom.ThisexperienceopenedGracieandIuptoapartofthe
bodyofChristthatIhaddistrustedandevenattimesdespised.Yetmyprejudicesabout
charismaticsbeingpoliticallyrightwingwasstillanobstacle.
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OnedaymybrotherPetercalledmefrom TACF totellmethatoneofthemainspeakers
hadcalled AmericanstodroptheirnationalflagandraiseuptheflagoftheKingdom ofGod.
Thissurprisingwordwasthefinalstraw thatbrokedownmyresistancetogoingformyselfto
seewhethertherewassomethingIcouldreceivethatwouldbenefitme,myfamilyandour
ministry. InOctober2003GraciewasthefirsttosuccumbtomybrotherPeter’ssalesmanship,
decidingtoattendTorontoAirportChristianFellowship’sannualCatchtheFireConference.
Graciecalledmeeveryeveningfrom theconferencetellingmeoftheamazingsignsofGod’s
Presencethatshewaswitnessesandherselfexperiencing. Sheheardtheinspiringtestimoniesof
HeidiBaker,aNorthAmericanmissionarytoM ozambiquewhohadgivenherlifetoministryto
thepoorestofthepoorthroughouttheworld.

HeidiBakerhadcometoTorontofiveyearsearlier,exhaustedandthirstyformoreof
GodafteryearsadoptingstreetchildrenoffthestreetsofM aputu.ShetoldofGod’srenewing
touchandcalltointimacythereatTACF thathadleadtogreaterfruitfulnessinherministry,
leadingtoarevivalamongtheruralpoorthroughoutthecountry.Herstoriescausedustotrust,
openingourheartsmoretoreceivingministryfrom thispartofthebodyofChrist.

Now asIwasheadingtoTorontoIwasplanningtogetadeeperlookintoamovement
thatIfeltdesperateenoughtoconsider.Ihadfeltadivinechallengethatsoundedsomething like
this: “Bob,ifyoucouldreceiveonethingthatwouldpositivelytransform yourlifeandministry
tothepeopleyouservefrom thesepeople,eveniftherewere99featuresthatturnedyouoff,
would yougoandreceivefrom them?”

“YesLord,Iwillgo,” Irememberagreeing. M uchlikeNicodemus,Imadeplansto
attendtheconference“bynight”,beingcarefultotellnoonetoavoidembarrassmentor
criticism.

SoonJanuary20,2004IarrivedatTorontoAirportChristianFellowshipfortheir
pastor’sconference. M yfearsandfeelingsofvulnerabilityatopeningmyselfuptosuchradical
differenceweresomewhateasedbythesignattheentrancetothesanctuary:“Benotafraid little
children.ItistheFather’sgoodpleasuretogiveyoutheKingdom.”

TheconferencebeganwithanhourormoreofworshipthatwaslikenothingIhadever
experienced.Severalthousandpastorsandleadersfrom allovertheworldsang,clapped,and
dancedastheworshipbandrockedhighpraisestoGod. ThenthefoundingpastorJohnArnott
warmlywelcomedalltheconferenceparticipants,stressingtotheAmericansthatnotall
Canadianswereagainstthem,butthatmanyunderstoodtheneedforaglobalpolicemanand
werethankfultoAmericansforexercisingthisrole.This“welcome” feltlikeafistinthe
stomach,confirmingmyprejudicesthatcharismaticChristianswhereloyaltoconservative
politicalagendas,confusingthem withtheKingdom ofGod. SinceIwashalf-expectingtobe
offended inthiswayIdecidedthatIwouldtrytoremainopen.ThenlaterthatdayCarolArnott,
John’swifeandco-founderofTACF gaveatalkentitled “Lifeordeathintheministry” that
deeplyaffectedme.

Carolspokesimplybutcompellinglyabouthow anykindofjudgment,resentment,
rejection,hatredorfearfunctionslikeadam thatblockstheflow ofGod’sblessingtopeople.
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“W hatpreventsusfrom receivingtheblessing?” sheasked.

“Anangryfather. A controlling,dominatingmother.W ehaveburiedalivemanyhurts
thatcomealiveinlateryears.W ehaveburiedthesethings,whichmustbebroughttothecross.
Thereishelp,freedom,wholeness.Jesuscanhealtheseproblems,” preachedCarol.

ShewentontodescribeJesusasamanwhoknew hewastotallylovedbyhisFatherand
livedoutofthesecuritythatcamefrom arelationshipwithhisdad.Sheaffirmedtheneedto
receivetheSpiritofadoptionaGod’schildrensowecouldcomeintothesameplaceofsecurity
and intimacywiththeFatherasJesusexperienced.

Carolinsistedthattobelovedwemustbehealedinourinnerselves,andthatthisbegins
bybeingreconciledwithourfathersandmothers.Sheaskedthecrowd “how manyofyou
would liketobeexactlylikeyourfatherormother?” asawayofinvitinganyhiddenresentments
tosurfaceinpeople’shearts.Shespokesimplybutcompellinglyabouttheimportanceofinner
healingso peoplecanbefreedfrom performanceorientation.

“Ifwehavenotbeenaffirmedinourinnerself,” saidCarol,“thenwewilltrytoget
affirmationelsewhere:from position,degrees,relationships,whatever.There’sahurt,insecure,
innerheartthatmakesusseekforsecurity.”

Carolwentontosharefamiliartextsregardingforgiveness,suchasJesus’ calltonot
judge(M att7:1),toforgivefrom theheartasarequirementforlivingalifefreeofmarkedby
graceandnotindebtedness(M att18:35)andtheadmonitioninHebrews12:15toseetoitthatno
rootofbitternessspringsup.

Caroltalkedaboutthecommandmentto “Honoryourfatherandyourmother,stressing
how thepromisethatfollows“thatyou maylivelonganditmaygowellwithyou” assures
blessing.Shewentontoconfesshersinofdishonoringhermother,andsharedhow Godhad
freedherfrom resentmentoverathree-and-a-half-year-period.Sheinvitedallofustostepintoa
placeofgraceandarefugefrom theaccuser,citing1Peter5:8:

Disciplineyourselves;keepalert.Likearoaringlionyouradversarythedevilprowls
around,lookingforsomeonetodevour.

“Satan wantsto bring usinto justice,” stated Carol. “He cannottouch usin the grace
place. Ifyou can stayin thegraceofGod,theenemywillnotbeableto getyou. W ewantthe
Lordtofindwhatisinusanddealwithitsotheenemycannotfindanything.”

SheinvitedanyonewhofeltthatGodwasspeakingtothem regardingdishonoringof
theirparentsbecauseofpasthurtsandanyonewhostruggledtoforgivetheirparentscompletely,
eveniftheywerelongdeadtocomeuptoreceiveprayer.

Iwashitbyalongingtocompletelyreleasemyparentsfrom allmyjudgments,soImade
mywayuptothefronttoreceiveprayersoIcouldcompletelyforgivemyfatherandmother,
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alongwith400-500others.CarolbeganbyinvitingtheHolySpirittocome,revealingthe
woundsthatwemayhavelongburied.M emoriessurfacedalmostimmediatelyofeventsfrom
mychildhood.W henCarolinvitedtheSpirittosoundthedepthsofourhearts,removingthe
scartissuesowecouldexperienceemotionalhealingfortheseoldhurts,Ifoundmyselfcrying,
alongwithhundredsofothers.Caroltookusthroughprayersthatincludedreleasingour
parent(s)intoGod’sGrace,notbecausetheydeservedit,butbecauseofJesus’ workonthe
cross.Iforgavemyparentsofanydebttheyhadincurredtowardsme,andaskedGodtoforgive
mefordishonoringthem.AsCarolledusthroughprayerafterprayerIfelttremendousrelief.
W hensheprayedthatGodwouldpourouttheHolySpirituponus,bringinguscomfortandjoy,
Ifeltablanketofcomfortandjoyflow overme.W eendedbyprayingforthepersonbesideus
beforebreakingfordinner.

Thissessiononforgivenesswasonlythefirstofafour-dayconferencethatwouldchange
mylifeforever.OnmywaytolistentoJohnArnott’ssessiononunderstandingmanifestations
oftheSpirit,Iaskedsomeonestandingbythedoorwherethisworkshopwasbeingheld.W hen
herespondedinFrench,IquicklylearnedhisnamewasJeanPaulandhewasfrom M ontpellier,
thecityintheSouthofFrancewhereGracieandIhadlivedandstudiedforthreeyears.Sincehe
waslookingforthesameworkshop,weendedupattendingittogetherandItranslatedforhim in
theabsenceofaFrenchtranslator.

AttheendoftheirworkshopJohnandCarolinvitedthosewhowantedprayertolineup
aroundtheperiphery.JeanPaulandIstoodtogetherawaitingJohnandCarol,whomoved
rapidlyfrom persontoperson,layingtheirhandsoneachoneandsaying “fill” or“fire.” Asthey
movedtowardsusIfoundmyheartbeatingwildly,andfeelingsrangingbetweenterrorand
excitement.ThenextthingIknew IwasonmybackonthefloorbesideJeanPaul,overcomeby
anincrediblepeaceasI“rested intheSpirit” forthefirsttime.

ThatafternoonJeanPaulintroducedmetoSerjeJacquemus,hispastorfrom theÉglise
ReforméedeFrancewho Ilearnedhadparticipatedinadoctoralprogram withmein
psychoanalysisinM ontpellieryearsbefore.AsthedayswentonImetpastorsandleadersfrom
allovertheworldandmusthavereceivedprayerovertwentytimeseitherfrom thefrontorfrom
well-trainedministryteam volunteerswhoprayedandprophesiedoverpeoplewholinedupfor
prayerafterthesessions.

Speakersregularlyspokeof“theanointing”,anew term formewhichsignifiedour
inclusionintoJesus’ messianicauthoritythroughtheempowermentoftheHolySpirit.They
emphasizedthematerialrealityoftheHolySpirit’sanointing,whichlikeoilglistensonyou,
soaksinandpenetratesinawaythatequipsandenablespeopleforministry.Thisanointing
comesonpeoplethroughreceivinganimpartationfrom someonewhoismovingin “the
anointing” themselves,havingbeenbaptizedbytheHolySpiritorotherwisefurtherempowered
throughthelayingonofhands.

Speakersemphasizedthattheanointingisimpartedinavarietyofways.IntheOld
TestamenttheLordtooktheSpiritthatwasuponM osesanddistributedtothe70elders(Num
11:10),causingthem toprophesy(Num 11:25).ElishaaskshismasterElijahtheprophetfora
doubleportionofhisspirit,whichhepassionatelyandattentivelyseeks(2Kings2).Forthe
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disciplesthishappenedwhenJesusblew onthem (John20:21)ortheSpritfilledthem asonthe
dayofPentecostinActs2.Theanointingcontinuestobepassedonthroughamyriadofways,
form thelayingonofhands(1Tim 4:14)andhearingthewordpreached(Acts10:44)toworship
andsoakinginGod’spresence.

OnthefinaldayinthemorningIwenttowhatIthoughttobeaninformationalsession
withJohnArnottonsoakingprayerinabuildingthatwasanoldfirestation.AtthissessionI
had no expectationofreceivingprayer. Afterteachingonsoakingprayerasaform of
contemplativeprayerwheretheSpiritiswelcomedtoflow intopeopleastheylistentoworship
music,Johnbegantoprayfortheattendeestoreceiveaspecialanointingforprayingforothers.
W henhecametomeheslappedhishandsintomypalmssaying “receivethefullanointingof
theHolySpiritforhealing,deliverance,preachingthegospel… ” Hethenplaced hisbighands
firm lyoneithersideofmyneckundermyearsandsaid:“receivetheHolySpirit” and blew all
overmychestandface.

ThenextthingIknew Iwasfeelinglikeafeatherinthewindandfoundmyselffully-
consciousonmybackonthefloor.Anintense,burningheatsettledacrossmyforeheadjustover
myeyebrows,causingmetoopenmyeyesandlookup,tryingtoidentifythesourceoftheheat.
Florescentlightsflickeredfrom thewarehouseceilingsomethirtyfeetabove.Ifeltheat
radiatingoutofmyhandsandsaw inmymind’seyeavisionofblueflamesshootingupwards
outofmyhands.IfeltaweightonmeasIlaythereforawhileamazedandperplexed.

EventuallyIgotupandmademywayout,catchingupwithJohnArnott,whoIbeganto
talkwithaboutmyearlierupsetregardingwhathehadsaidwhenhewelcomedAmericans
uncriticallyregardingthewarinIraq.Aswewalkedtogetherthroughaparkinglotinminus20
degreetemperatures,IsharedwithJohnthatIhadfinallydecidedtocometoTorontobecause
mybrothersharedthataleaderhadstatedtheneedforAmericanstolowertheUS flagandraise
uptheflagofGod’suniversalKingdom.

“Youreallycamehereforthatreason?” Johnresponded,causingmetorealizethatinfact
myownthirstformoreofGodanddesperationtoseepeopletransformedweremytruestreasons
forcoming “bynight”,asNicodemushad. Icontinuedthoughtosharehow upsettingitwasfor
meto hearhim welcomeAmericansroleasglobalpoliceman.

“Itseemsthatourroleistobe100% aboutproclaimingtheKingdom ofGodandnot
supportingthepoliciesofgovernmentsofthisworld,” Iurged.

JohnsaidthathehadseenGodmakeuseofnationstostopevildictatorshipsandtoopen
thewayforrevivals,butthatfinallyheagreedthatweshouldbe100% abouttheworkofthe
Kingdom.HeexcusedhimselfandIfoundmyseat,feelingdeeplytouchedbyGod’sencounter
mediatedthroughJohn,vulnerableforhavingsharedbutminimallyheardandyetsatisfiedthatI
had beenabletovoicemyconcern.

ThatafternoonSerjeJacquemusinvitedmetoaccompanytheArnottsforseveraldaysin
FranceaftertheirspeakingengagementsattheannualecumenicalrenewalconferenceEm brasse
N osC oeursinParissixweeksfrom then.Heinsistedthatmyhavingreceivedmydoctorate
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from theFrenchReformedgraduateschoolinM ontpellier,mymembershipinthecontemplative
spiritualcommunityFraternite Espirituelle LesVeilleursandmyrecentinductionintothe
spiritualitythereatTACF wouldmakemeagoodambassadortotheFrenchchurchesinneedof
renewal. W hilethisinvitationintriguedme,Ifeltfarfrom readytoidentifyfurtherwiththis
movement.Howeverthefinalafternoonandeveningsessionsandthedaysthatfollowedfurther
encouraged metoembracetheseexperiencesasanew inductionfrom below thatwouldopenmy
eyestotheworksofGod.

ThatafternoonandeveningRandyClarkofGlobalAwakeningandColinDyespokeon
empowermentandhealing,practicingtheirteachingbyprayingforpeople’shealingbasedon
wordsofknowledgethatpunctuatedtheirtalks.Eachofthespeakersthatweekemphasizedthat
theGospelofJesusmustnotgooutinwordonly,butalsowithpower.Thispowerisreceived
bythediscipleswhenJesussends“thepromiseofm yFatheruponyou” thatresultsinthem
being “clothedwithpowerfrom onhigh” (Luke24:49).ThispoweristheenablingoftheHoly
Spirittobewitnesses.AftertheresurrectiontheSpiritwasgivensowecanproducetheproof
thatJesusisstillalive.TheremustbeasupernaturaldemonstrationthatJesusisalivesothat
wordsandservicewillbe“confirmedwiththesignsthatfollow,” insuchawaythatnot-yet-
believingpeoplewouldcometofaithinJesus.Eachofthespeakersadmonishedpeopletobeso
fulloftheHolySpiritthatwewouldbeempoweredtodotheworksofJesusinwaysthatwould
breakthroughbarriersofrace,religionandculture,andsocialclass.Ileftfeelingwonoverto
theaddedvalueofmuchofthisteachingreceived “bynight” from thoseIhadwrittenofffor
yearsashavingnothingofvaluetooffer.

ThenextmorningasIflew backtoVancouveronanearlyflightIbegantopreparefor
threesermonsIhadtodolaterthatday.IbegantoreadtheScripturesfortheCommon
Lectionaryforthatday,whichsurprisinglywereIsaiah61andLuke4:18ff.AsIreadthe
readingsIimmediatelystopped,shockedthattheseScripturesthathadbeenthetextsofmylife
weresuddenlyjumpingoutatmeinnew ways:

IreadthroughLuke4:18-19’sfam iliarcitationofIsaiah61:1,whichsuddenlycamealive
inanew way.

TheSpiritoftheLordisuponme,
becausehehasanointedmetopreachtheGospeltothepoor.
Hehassentmetoproclaim releasetothecaptives,
Andrecoveryofsighttotheblind,
Tosetfreethosewhoaredowntrodden,
Toproclaim thefavorableyearoftheLord.

Thefirstline“theSpiritoftheLordisuponme,andhehasanointedme” wasleapingoff
thepage.CouldthisSpirituponme,thisanointingbewhatIhaveinsomewaylackedinmy
ministrytopeopleatthemargins?Iwondered.TomyleftsataHassidicRabbi,whosesidecurls
bobbedashereadhisprayerbooks.IpulledoutmylaptopandturnedtotheHebrew textof
Isaiah61. W henhefinishedhisprayersIaskedhim ifIcouldaskhim aquestionaboutIsaiah
61.HeagreedandIaskedhim ifhebelievedthatIsaiah61wasdescribingtheM essiahwhohis
communityawaited. “Yes,” hesaid.
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“W hentheM essiahreturns,willhebetheonlyanointedone,ordoyoubelievethathe
willpassonhisanointingtotheJewishpeople?”

“Hewillbetheonlyone,” repliedtheRabbi,revealingasignificantdifferencefrom the
ChristianunderstandingoftheanointingbytheSpiritofallbelievers.

“How doyoubelievetheprophetsoriginallyanointedtheM essiah’sinancientIsrael?” I
asked.

“W ebelievetheysmearedoilacrosstheforehead,” therabbirespondedconfidently,
runninghisfingerjustoverthetopsofhiseyebrows.

Isatstunned,wonderinghow thisnew experienceofGodwouldaffectmyministry. In
themidstofmypreparationsformysermonIwasinterruptedbyaSihkIndianmansitting
besidemetomyright.

“Do youbelieveinGod?” heasked,pointingtomyopenBible.

“Yes,Ireplied,“and how aboutyou?”

“W ellyes,Ido,butIam notveryreligious.SomepeopleneedGod,Idon’tneedGod,”
hereplied.

“W hydo youbelieveinGod?” heasked me.

Ibegantoshareabouthow IhadseenGodacttohelppeople,andsharedthestoryof
Eugenio,amanwhohadbeenfreedfrom alcoholism throughaprocessofconversionthatbegan
injail. Itoldhim aboutAlcoholicsAnonymous’ 12stepprogram,whichbeginswitha
recognitionthatyouareincapableofstoppingdrinkingbyyourselfandtheaffirmationthatyou
needahigherpowertofreeyoufrom youraddiction.

“M yfatherdrinkstoomuch,” repliedtheman. “W henhedrinks,heisveryviolent,” he
continued.

Iim mediatelysensedthatthismanhadwitnessedhisfatherbeatinghismotherand
commented.

“Youhavewitnessedyourfatherbeatinguponyourmotherwhenhedrinks,haven’t
you? Thiswasverypainfulforyoutowitnessbecauseyouloveyourmotherandfather.You
areworriedthatmaybeyoutoowilldothiswhenyou’remarried,” Icommented,surprisedby
myboldness.

“Yes,youareright,” heresponded. “Iam justreturningfrom threemonthswithmy
fam ilyinIndia.Atthebeginningofmyvisitmyfatherdrank.Hegetsviolent.Hefeelsvery
badafterwards.”
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“Areyouworriedthatyoutoomayhaveasimilarproblem?” Iasked,againsurprised by
myconfidence.

“Yes,whenIdrinkIam violent.Ihaveagirlfriend.Iam worriedthatImightbecome
violentwithherifImarryandkeepdrinking,” heconfessed. “ButIdon’tneedanyhelp from
God,” heclarified.

“How canm yfathergethelpwhereheis,therearenoAA groupswherehelives?” he
asked.

“Ifyouwant,Iwouldbegladtoprayforyouandhim,thatGodwouldfreeyouboth
from thisproblem,” Ioffered.

“No,Idon’tneedGod,” hestatedemphatically.

“W ell,Iwouldbegladtoprayforyourfatherifyou’d like,” Ibacktracked.

“Iwould likethat,” heagreed.

Iaskedhim ifIcouldplacemyhandonhisarm asIprayed,andheagreed.AsIbeganto
prayIfeltheatpouringintothismanthroughmyhandandheimmediatelybegantobreathe
heavily,almosttothepointofhyperventilating.Iendedmyprayerandaskedhim how hefelt.

“Verygood,” hesaid,lookingsurprised.

Iwasamazedbythesefirstencounterssincetheconference.ThatafternooninthejailI
ledBiblestudiesonIsaiah61andLuke4:18ff,andpreachedatourEnglishandSpanishservices.
AtthecloseofeachserviceIinvitedpeopletocomeuptobeanointedwithoiltoremembertheir
statusaspartofJesus’ M essianiccommunity.

ThateveningwhenIwenttobedIwonderedwhethereverythingwouldfadeawaynow
thatIwasfarfrom theintenseenvironmentofToronto,withitsincrediblemusicleaders,
ministryteam membersandspeakers.

InthemiddleofthenightofmyfirstnighthomeIfoundmyselfawokenbyafeelingof
intenseenergycoursingthroughmybody.IfeltlikeIwaspluggedintotheelectricoutlet.I
awokerefreshed,butunabletothinkaboutanythingotherthanworshippingGod.This
continueddayafterday,nightafternightforweeks.How wouldthisaffectmyministry?I
wondered.

H ealing encountersw ith Zack and Fabiano

ThefirstweekbackIwenttothejailformyregularThursdayBiblestudy,curiousto see
whetherthisretreatwouldinanywayaffectmywayofoperating
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Upon entering the jail’s multipurpose room my eye immediately notices Zack, a
strapping,31-year-old,Anglo man who stands6’7”. Hisshaven head,mustache,mischievous
face and heavily tattooed neck and forearms make him look intimidating. Aboutten other
Anglo guyssataround him totheright. A dozenM exicanmensatacrossfrom them to myleft.
AftershakinghandswitheveryoneItookaseatinthecircletobegintheBiblestudy.

“Tonight,Idon’twantto impose my particularchoiceofaBible study on you guys,” I
stateinSpanish andEnglish,lookingaroundateachmanaroundthecircle.“Everyoneisalways
imposing theiragendason you. I’d like to know ifthere’sany particularquestion orbiblical
storyyouwanttolookat.” ImmediatelyZackspeaksup.

“These M exicansallthink I’m a racist,and maybe they’re right. Ido getinto my fair
shareoffightsandcanbehardtolivewith.Ijustwantthem toknow thatIrespectalotofthings
aboutthem andtheirculture--thewaytheyvaluefamily,theirwillingnessto workhard. Iguess
I’d liketo learnhow togetalong.”

The M exicans were looking a little uncomfortable as I translated Zack’s words into
Spanish. There had been some tensionswith Zack so they seemed wary ofhis advances. I
welcomed thequestionand then formally begantheBiblestudywithaprayerinviting theHoly
Spiritto be presentasourguideand to blesseach person. Thinking quickly ofan appropriate
text,Ireached forLuke15,aboutthejudging attitudeofthePhariseestowardsJesusforeating
withtaxcollectorsandsinnersandhisparableinresponse.

Togetherweread throughthethreestoriesthatmakeup oneparable:thestoryaboutthe
finding oflostsheep,thelostcoin and the lostson. The men becomenoticeably morerelaxed
and even happy as they see Jesus comparing God orhimselfto a pastorwho leaves the 99
compliantsheepwho havetheiractstogetherto searchfortheonelostsheepwho’sin trouble—
untilhefindsit! Theyseem moved whenweread aboutthewomanwho afterlosing oneofher
precious coinsturnsthe house upside down. Here,God isrevealed notlike the masked and
heavily-armed drug task force officerswho scourapartmentssearching forillegaldrugs—but
like a loverlooking forsomething preciousthatsymbolizesthem! Theirgrowing amazement
turns to joy as we read aboutthe son who after hitting bottom partying,staggers back in
hum iliation,willingtodotimeinservitudeonlytofindthefatherrunningtoembracehim before
aconfessionevenleaveshislips. AsIwrapupourtimetogetherbyinvitingpeopleto stand for
atimeofprayer,somethingsurprisinghappens.

Zack jumpsup from hisseatand runstowardsme,blurting outhisconviction thathe
thinksGod wantsusto pray thatFabiano’sliverbe healed. Fabiano,alarge,heavily-tattooed,
M exican manwithashaved head—themostlikely man in theroom to havearacialrun-in with
Zack looksshocked.

“Isittrue thatyou have a problem with yourliver?” Iask. He tellsme thathe’sbeen
experiencing sharp painsforawhileand they’re getting worseand worse. “Do you m ind ifwe
prayforyou?” Iask.Hepolitelyagrees.
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“Don’tyou have a liverproblem too,Zack?” Iask,knowing from apreviousencounter
thathis17 yearsofheroin addiction hastaken a heavy tollon his liverand kidneys. Zack’s
handsareswollentotwicetheirsize.

“Yeah,butlisten Bob. I’m alwaysthinking aboutZack,aboutmeand my problems. I
thinkGodwantsmetofocusonothers,likeFabianohere.”4

Heagreesto letmepray forhim,too,aswegatherinacircleand hold hands. Iplacea
hand on each man’sshouldersand wepray:forGod’sSpiritto come to bring healing to Zack
and Fabiano’s livers. W e pray too for people’s legalproblems,families and thatwe’d all
experienceagreaterthirstforGod,and thatGodwould filluswith faith,hopeand love. God’s
Spiritisallaroundusintheroom. Ifeelitpulsingthroughmyhandsinourcircuitofsolidarity.
There’sawarmthofPresencethatlingersaswefinishprayingandsayourgood-byes.

Fabiano and Zack don’tshow up forthenextstudy,butaweek orso laterFabiano takes
hisseatwithanow mostly-M exicangroup.Iaskhim how he’sfeelingandhetellsmethere’sno
morepain in hisliver.IcallZacklaterthatday,buthesayshe’sstillfeeling bad. W eprayover
thephoneforhealingandafew weekslaterheattendsourstudy.

“Everything seemsto be better,” he tells me. “The doctor’stestshave even come out
giving meaclean billofhealth.” Zack tellsme he’sbeen praying forlotsofpeopleand God’s
beenanswerprayerafterprayer.

Ifindmyselfunabletohold backfrom sharing myexcitementforGod’snew work inm y
lifeand inthejailwithnearlyeveryoneIknow intheweeksfollowingToronto.Ifeelaconstant
desire to worship God and to read everything Ican getmy handson regarding theHoly Spirit,
healing and othertopicsrelated to renewal.M eanwhile,Imake contactwith Serje Jacquemus,
who IagreetohelpashehostsJohnandCarolArnott.

Pilgrim age#3 France

IflyintoParisonaSaturdaymorning,thelastdayofafour-dayrenewalconference
“EmbrasseNosCoeurs,” whichIenvisionasahumblegroupofseveralhundredinsomeold
EgliseReformeedeFranceinParis.ItaketheRER traintowithinafew blocksofthe
conferencesite,andentermodernconferencecenterfacility.Priestsinmonastichabitsconverse
outsidetheentrance.IjoinanassortmentofAfricanimmigrantsandFrenchpeopleaswemake
ourwayintotheconference.AtthereceptionareaIdiscovertomysurprisethatIam aninvited
guestandspeaker,andam toldtogotothespeakersmeetingroom forprayersbeforethe
morningsessionbegins.ThereImeetSerje,whotellsmethatIam scheduledtosharemy
personalstoryinthefirstafternoonsession,justbeforeCarolArnott’skeynoteteaching.I
cannotbelievemyears.Notonlyam Ifeelingcompletelyinadequatetospeakalongsidethese
people,Ihaven’tsleptinnearly24hoursandam exhausted.Onmywaybackfrom lunchIrun

4 W hiletherewerenotovert,verballinksbetween Zack’sactionsandourBiblestudyon Luke15,Ibelievethat
Zacksaw him selfbothasoneofthesinnerswith whom Jesusateandasadiscrim inatoryPhariseetowhom he
addressedtheparable.Inanycase,Zackexercisedaboldfreedom ,m uchlikeJesus,inresponsetothereadingof
ScriptureandthePresenceoftheSpiritin ourBiblestudy.
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into JohnArnottinthestreet,whodoesn’trememberme. AsIbegintosharehow Godhasbeen
working inmylifeandministry,heplacesahandonmyshoulderaswewalkassays,“Ithank
youFatherforyourworkinBob’slife. Givehim moreLord,more.” IfeelGod’spresence
filling mewithpeaceawewalkintothespeakersloungeforprayer.

SomefiftyFrenchandSwissleadersgatherinacircleandeachpersonintroduces
themselves,followedbyatimeofprayerforGod’sSpirittocome.Leadersaresoonlayingon
theground,restingintheSpirit.SomeoneapproachesmeandpointstoaRomanCatholicpriest
layingbesideamaninasuiteandtie.

“That’saleaderoftheDominicansbesidetheheadoftheAssemblyofGod
denominationinFrance,” hesaid,smilinginastonishment.

“Thisisincredible,neverhaveIseensomethinglikethis.”

AsweneartheendofthisprayertimetheconferenceorganizerinvitesmeandCarolto
comeintothecenterofthegroupsotheycanlayhandsonus.Icannotbelievehow quicklyIam
being includedasaninsider.EmpoweredbythisprayerIheadout.A RomanCatholicman
approachesmeandsays:“IbelievethatGodhasshowedmethatyouarehereformorethanyou
know. YouareheretobeaspecialblessingforFrance,” hesaid.

AfternearlyanhourofworshipandintroductionsIam invitedtothepodium tosharemy
story. IbegininEnglishwithSerjeinterpreting,butam soonspeakingformyselfinFrench. I
tellofmyworkamongthepoorinHondurasandinthejailsandmigrantcampsofW ashington.
Itellofhow myentireministryIhavebeeninspiredbyJesus’ inauguralsermoninLuke4,
wherehedescribeshimselfasthefulfillmentofIsaiah61.Itellhow theseverityofpeople’s
problemshaspushedmetolearnfrom manydifferentperspectiveswithinthebodyofChrist.I
sharehow frustratedIhavebecomeduetomyfailurestoreallyhelppeoplesubmergedinthe
darknessofheavyaddictions,domesticviolenceandothertroubles.Itellhow Ihavebeen
wonderingwhytheGospelIbeardoesnotappeartohavethepowertotrulysave.Isharehow I
cannotaccepteitherblamingthe“sinners” orGod.Itellhow IhaveseenintheGospelsthat
Jesusneverblamessinnersfornotbeingtransformed.Jesusdoesn’tgiveuponlostsheep,but
looksforthem untilthey are found. Isharehow IfeellikethediscipleswhocometoJesus
wonderingwhytheycannotcastthedemonoutoftheboylikehecan. Inotehow Jesusdoes
notblametheboybutratherthedisciple’spractices: “thisoneonlythroughprayerandfasting
canbecastout.” Itellofm yjourneytoTorontoandmyexperienceofreceivingtheanointing
throughJohn’sprayers. Itellaboutthefireonmyforehead,oftheHassidicRabbi’s
interpretationandoftheeffectsonallthisonmylifeandministry.Iendmytalktellingthestory
ofthehealingofZackandFabiano’sliversandthenew hopewehaveasGodconfirmsourBible
studiesandadvocacyworkwith“signsthatfollow.”

AsIspeakIcanseethatJohnandCarolarelisteningintently,undoubtedlysurprisedto
hearsuchastory.Istepdownfrom theplatform whereIam metbyaFrenchJesuitpriestand
Americanmissionarywhooffertoprayformeofftotheside.
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ThereonthesideofthestagethetwomenprayformeformoreoftheHolySpirit.I
im mediatelyfeellikeateabagthatissubmergedinhotwaterandcrumpletomykneesunder
theirwarm hands.AsIrestthereIcanhearCarolspeakingfrom theplatform.

“W hereisBob?” sheisasking. “Où estBob?” saystheinterpreter.

Igetupandmakemywaytomyseatinthesecondrow.Carolspotsmeandstopsher
talk,invitingmetocomeforward.Icomeuptotheplatform assheheadsdownthestepswith
microphoneinhandtomeetme.

“Totheonewho hasbeenfaithfulinlittle,morewillbegiven,” shesays,graspingmy
handsinhers.

Iimmediatelybegintofallforwardontopofher,untilIhearheryellandfindmyself
secondslateronmybackthereinfrontofthestage,feelingthewarm presenceofGod.Carol
climbsbackontothestageandcontinueshertalk,andIeventuallymakeitbacktomyseatto
listentoherspeakonhow sheseesherselfandotherordinarybelieversaslikethedonkeywho
humblybearsthePresenceofGodintoJerusalem.

Carolspotsmereturningtomyseatandabruptlystopshertalk.

“Bob,whereareyougoing?” sheasks,drawingtheattentionoftheentireassemblyback
ontome.

“Comebackuphere,” shecommands. “Youpastorsareallsobusy,busy,busy. W hat
youreallyneedistolearntojustreceivemorelovefrom God. Youaretooquicktogetupand
go.Youcanonlygiveawaywhatyouhavereceived.Youneedtobefilledupsoyouare
ministering from outofafullness,outofanoverflow,” shecontinues.

CarolinsistedthenasshehadatothertimesthatinM atthew 22:37Jesussays:“Lovethe
LordyourGodwithallyourheart.” Themindcomeslast.ShesaidthatGodtoldher“Carol,I
havemanyservants,butfew lovers.Loverswilloutperform servants.Thereisanenergyfrom
lovewhichcomesfrom layingdownandlettingyourselfbeloved.”

“ThistimeafterIprayforyouBob,staydownandreceive,” sheinsists. SheprayedandI
wentdowninfrontofthestage.ThistimeIstayput,listeningasGod’sSpirithoveredoverme.

ThenextmorningIawakenearlierthanIhadhopedanddecidetojoinSerjeforSunday
worshipathisBellevillechurchwherehepastorsseveralblocksaway.Isitnearthefrontandat
theendrespondtoaninvitationforpeoplecalledtoministrytoreceiveprayersofempowerment
fortheirministries.AsIheadoutaftertheserviceamaninhisseventiesapproachesme,telling
methatheisapeasantfrom N îmesandwantstospeakwithmeandprayforme.

“GodwantstobringthedoctorsoftheW ordtogetherwiththeprophets,” hestates,and
asksifhecanprayforme.Iam amazedthatthismanwhoapparentlyknew nothingaboutme
hasidentifiedthetwoworldsthathavebeenonlyrecentlybeencomingtogether:mycallingasa



20

teacherofScriptureand “doctoroftheword” andthenew movetowardsthecharismatic
“profets.”

ThatafternoonwealltookatraintoValenceandheadedouttodoahealingserviceinan
ÉgliseReforméedeFranceintheDômbes. AftertheservicewesleptincenterforUnionde
PrièredeCharmes. SometimeinthemiddleofthenightIhadthreevividdreamsthatawokeme.
InthefirstIsaw aforestfireheadingupfrom wherewewereEastoftheCevennesandfrom the
SouthernpartoftheCevenneswherewewereheadingthenextdayinSaintJeanduGard,where
pastorDanielBourguetisbased. DanielisanÉgliseReforméedeFrancepastorwhohaslived
forthepasttenyearsasahermitdedicatedtocontemplativeprayerandservesaspriorofthe
Fraternitéé EspirituellelesVeilleurs.HehadpreviouslybeenmyprofessorofOldTestamentin
M ontpellieranddirectorofmydoctoraldissertation. Intheseconddream Isaw myselflaying
handsonDanielBourguettoprayhim toreceiveeverythingIhadrecentlybeenreceivingfrom
God.Inthethirddream avoicespoketomethatIwastotellJohnArnottthathemustnot
justifytheactionsorpoliciesofpowerslikenationstatesorhewouldlosetheanointing. The
nextafternoonaswerodethetraintoNîmesIsharedwithJohnwhatIhadreceivedinthenight,
andwediscussedtogethermyconcernsaboutChristians’ supportofwar. Isharedwithhim
storyafterstoryofhow charismaticChristiansinCentralAmericahadmistakenlysidedwith
governmentsguiltyofcommittingheinoushumanrightsabuses.

Johnlistenedthoughtfullyandrespondedinhumilitythisstrongwarningbysaying:“how
couldweknow unlesssomeone[likeyou]tellsus.”

LaterthatdaywhenourdelegationarrivedinN îm esandwewerepickedupbypeople
who droveusouttotheHuguenotM ûsé duDesert.Iaskedourdriverwhatshesaw callingthe
Frenchchurchinto.ShesurprisedmebyrepeatingwhattheoldmaninParishadtoldme: “God
isbringingthedoctorsoftheW ordtogetherwiththeprophets.” ThatsamedayIlearnedwhy
thisparticularwordwasespeciallyimportantforFrance,andforglobalbodyofChrist.

ThecuratoroftheHuguenotmuseum gaveusatourandtoldusfascinatingdetailabout
theearlyperiodwhentheHuguenotswereworshippingundergroundinanarid,mountainous
regionoftheCevennesknownbythesecourageousbelieversasthedesert(thewilderness).He
toldaboutacharismaticrenewalmovementaround1700centeredthereintheCevenneswhere
wewere.Hundredsofuneducated,peasantchildrenbetween3and18wherehavingvisionsand
prophesyinginperfectFrenchtocrowdsofpeoplewhometclandestinelywhentheFrenchKing
LouisXIV hadoutlawedprotestantsfrom practicingtheirfaith.5 Hetoldhow asthesoldiers
(called D ragons)ofKingLouisIV steppeduptheirpersecutionthattherenewalmovement
becamemilitant,givingrisetoanarmedguerillaresistancecalledtheC am isardsthatattached
theDragons,usingpropheticwordsspokenastheSpiritcameuponthesechildrencallingpeople
toholywar.AllbegantochangeafteroneoftheHuguenotleaderswentofftoGenevafor
theologicaltraining.Uponhisreturnheprohibitedthischarismaticpropheticmovementfrom
operatingintheProtestantchurchesbecausetheecstaticutteranceshadbecomedisconnected
from acarefulChristianinterpretationofScripture.Thecuratorcommentedthatfrom thistime

5M axim ilien M ission,Le Théâtre Sacré desC évennes,editedbyJean-PierreRichardot,LesÉditionsdeParis:Paris,
1996.
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eversincethedoctorsoftheW ordhavebeendominantintheÉgliseReforméedeFranceandthe
charismaticprophetshavebeenmarginalized.

ThateveningafterourtouroftheM ûsé duDesertagroupofoverthirtyintercessorsfrom
alloverFrancegatheredtoworshipandpray. IwasimpressedbythehumilityoftheFrench
intercessorsasindividualsproposedwaysthegroupshouldpray.

“Ifweareto seerenewalhappenwemusthumbleourselvesbeforethedoctorsofthe
W ordourarroganceandpresumptionwhichhasledthem totakeoffense,” saidawoman.

AnotherpersoncommentedthatjudgmentsagainstRomanCatholicsmustbedropped
andtotalforgivenessofferedforthepersecutionofthepast.A womanevenstatedthatFrench
protestantsmustrenouncetheiragreementwiththeviolentbeheadingofKingLouistheXIV,
whichshesaw asanwrongjustificationofviolenceandanti-authoritarianism whichhaskept
peopleisolatedandoverlyindependent.FinallyJohnArnottsuggestedthatweprayformoreof
thefireoftheHolySpirit.

“Youareministeringinadarkanddifficultplacewhereyouneedmorelightandmore
fireofGod’sPresence,” saidJohn. “Iwould liketoprayforyourtorchestobelitsoyoucanbe
furtherempoweredasfirelighters,hesuggested,promptingmetosharemydream ofthenight
before.

AtthispointIsharedmydream oftheforestfirethatwasmovingfrom treetotreefrom
theEasternpartoftheCevenneswherewe’d beenthenightbeforeandfrom theSouthwherewe
wereatthatmoment,joiningtoconsumetheheartofFrenchprotestantcountry.

Peoplewereallinagreementwiththissuggestion,andJohninvitedusalltostandand
begancallingontheHolySpirittosendthefireofGod’sPresence. Immediatelypeoplebegan
cryingoutandsomefelltothegroundunderthepowertheSpirit.Ifeltmybodyovercomebya
heatthatwasalmostunbearable,whichburnedthroughoutmybodyforthenexthourormoreas
weallprayedforeachotherandforFrance,untiltheeveningendedandIleftthedelegationfor
furthervisitsandaretreatwithmyFrenchdoctoroftheW ordcolleagues.

DuringtheremainingsevendaysofmytripImetwithmytheologian(Docteurdela
Parole)friends,sharingwiththem myrecentexperienceswiththecharismaticrenewal
movement.Somelistenedskeptically,criticalofattitudesthatItoohadwitnessed: self-
righteousness,spiritualelitism,anti-intellectualism,fundamentalism,conservativepolitical
ideology. Iattendeda contemplativeretreatledbyDanielBourguetattheretreatcenterat“les
Abeilleurs” intheCevennes. DanielandIhadmetdailytotalkatlengthaboutmyexperiences.
Thechasm betweenhimselfasadoctorofthewordandcontemplativeandthecharismaticworld
appearedtograduallycloseaswetalked,prayedandworshippedtogetherincommunitywiththe
otherretreatants. Danielwiselycommented:“wewillseebythefruitinyourlifewhetherthisis
from theHolySpirit.” OnthedayofmydepartureIaskedhim tolayhandsonmeandblessme
inm yresearchingandteachingofScripture.Hehumblykneeledandaskedmetolayhandson
him toreceivewhateverGodhadforhim.
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M yfinalmeetinginFrancewaswithM ichelBouttier,aveteranÉgliseReforméede
France,professorofNew TestamentatM ontpellierforovertwentyyearsandprolificwriterthen
inhis80s. M ichelhadbeenoneofmymostrespectedteachersandspiritualdirectorsforover
fifteenyears.Ihadbeenhesitanttosharewithhim myrecentjourney,afraidofhisdisapproval.
W emetforanhourandahalfinatrainstationinValencewhereIwasabletostoponmywayto
Paris. HesatinraptattentionasItoldhim myrecentjourney,profoundlytouchedbythe
testimoniesofGod’sintimatetouchandmiraculoussigns. “Yourstoriesarerightinharmony
withtheapostolicwitnessintheNew Testamentchurch,” hebegan. “Ihavebeensothirstyfor
whatyouareexperiencing.ForyearsandyearsIhavebeenworkingtokeepthedyingcoals
aliveinm ychurchforGodtomoveinthewaysyouaredescribing.Prayforme!” heasked,just
asmytrainpulleduptothequai. Iprayedforhim aswerantogetonmytrain.

Ireturnedhomefrom FranceconvincedthatGodisbirthingsomethingnew inmethat
involvedacomingtogetherofdisparatepartsofChrist’sbodyandthediversewitnessof
Scriptureinserviceofthepoorandmarginalized. ItisGod’spleasureto seethesanctuaryand
thestreet,themonasteryandtheacademy,thecharismaticrenewalmovementandprogressive
socialactivists,environmentalistsandevangelists,traditionalliturgistsandcontemporary
worshipperscometogether.Iam surethataspeoplerespondtoJesus’ invitationto joinhim in
preachinggoodnewstothepoorwewillallcometorecognizeourneedforalltherichesofour
inheritancethatarecurrentlyscatteredamongGod’speopleindifferentdenominationsand
countries.AspeopleseetheurgentneedfortheKingdom ofGodtocomeinforceonbehalfof
thosewhosuffer,theywillbeincreasinglywillingtogiveupnational,ethnic,partisanand
denominationalallegiancesinfavorof“onearthasinheaven.” Switching from limited
allegiancestobeingfullyidentifiedwiththewholecompanyofJesusincludesnolongerbeing
ashamedtobeseenwiththedifferentones. NicodemusdidgoontodefendJesus,butdidhego
farenough? ApparentlyhewasnotwillingtomakethebreakandbefullyidentifiedwithGod’s
comingkingdom. PerhapslikemostPharisees,hewasunwillingtohumblehimselfandreceive
John’sbaptism. UnityofpurposecanbesthappenaswereturntotheJordan,tothewatersof
baptism,whereouridentityasGod’ssonsanddaughtersarerestoredandthedividingwallsare
brokendown.ItistherethatwebecomefreedandempoweredtojoinJesusincreating
somethingnew.


